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the length of my won. friend who pre-
ceded me in speaking and say 1 think
divorce should he allowed, not only for
desertion but for habitual drunkenness
and insanity, These are the opinions I
hold. 1Instances have been given of the
cruelty of keeping people tied together
when one is suffering from one or other
of these impediments. I have seen the
effect of desertion. I remember many
years ago, in the early nineties, when I
happened to be a representative of the
Government, thousands of people were
pouring in from the other States to our
zoldfields, and 1lie great majority of them
came withont their wives. In numbers
of cases lhey not only did not go baek,
but they took no preeautions to get their
wives over, and there was a great deal of
desertion going on at the time. In many
cases representations were made lo the
Government te try and find out the where-
abouts of these husbands, TUnder the eir-
cumstances 1 think the wives would have
been quite justified in procuring divorce.
With these examples before me I am
prepared to favourably consider any mea-
sure which will grant relief in cases of
desertion. At the same fime, when in
Committee, if it seems to be considered
by the majority of the people that the time
should be made longer, or if there are
any representations strong enough to
make me change my views, I shall be very
elad to fall in with them. I do not think
it is necessary that I should say anything
more. This is a Bill requiring the great-
est eonsideration, and T lhope some hon.
member will move the adjournmeni of
the debate for a week to enable the publie
to place their views befor the House.

Hon. J. T. Glowrey: Send it to g seleet
commitiee.

Hoen. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM: T do
not see what good that would do. I will
not take np any wore time, but I may say
T see no reason for voting asainst the
seeond reading |

On motion by Hon. J. F. Cullen debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.8 p.m.
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The SPEAXER took the Chair ai 2.30
p-m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Minister for Works: Seale of
trespass and ponndage fees, and special

hy-laws made by the Wickepin roads
board.
By the Minister for TLands: Annual

report of the Woods and Forests epart-
ment for the year ended 30th June, 1911,

By the Premier: 1. Papers showing
charges under the Arbitration Aet againsi
the Collie Burn miners (ordered on
molion by Mr. A. A. Wilson). 2. By-
laws of the Beverley muniecipality.

By the Minister for Mines: Papers in
conneetion with the timber tramway at.
Nallan (ordered on motien by M.
Turvey.)

QUESTION—DWELLINGUP TOWN-
SITE.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN asked the Minister
for Launds: 1, Is it the inlention of the
Government 1o survey a fownsite at No.
2 State mill, Dwellingup? 2, As there
is a large number of intending appli-
cants, will the Depariment expedite the
throwing apen of town blocks in this dis-
trict?

The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS re-
plied: 1, The question of surveying a
townsite at No. 2 State mill has not been
decided. as the Railway Department has
in view the erection of shops and dwellings.
2, The matter is now under consideration.



474

QUESTION—OPENING OF PARLIA-
MENT, MILITARY DISPLAY.

Mr. GREEN asked the Premier: 1,
What was the cost of the military display
at the opening of the present session of
Parliament? 2, Ys the Premier prepared
to do away with the military display at
the opening of the next session?

The PREMIER veplied: 1, The cost
to the State was nil. 2, The provision of
the military on the ocecasion referred to
was an aet of courtesy extended by the
Commonwealth Government to the State
Governor and (Government.

QUESTION—-FREMANTLE PRISON,
NIGHT DUTY.

Mr. GREEN asked the Premier: 1,
Is it true that the police offteers doing a
month of night duty at the Fremantle
prison have often to go two or three
weeks without getting a Sunday night off
instead of every second Sunday off, as
provided for on the duty sheet? 2, If so,
why? 3, Is it true that two officers at the
Fremantle prison ave exempt from night
duty and rveserve duty? 4, Is it because
one of these officers is performing the
duties of prison baker that he is exempt?
5, What special qualifieation has the other
officer referved to that he should eseape
these duties?

The PREMIER replied: 1, There are
no police offlicers employed at Fremantle
prison. 2, Answered by No. 1. 3, Two
officers are¢ exempt from night duty, but
only one of the two from reserve duty.
4, Yes. 5, The paosition filled by this offi-
eer requires special knowledge and train-
ing, which, in the medical oflicer’s opinion,
the officer possesses. He does not escape
reserve duty. '

QUESTION—POLICE CONSTABLES,
MENZIES.

Mr. FOLEY asked the Premier: 1,
How inany constables are in charge of
stations in the Menzies police distriet who
are not supplied with quarters? 2, How
long have those constables been stationed
in said distriet?
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The PREMIER replied: 1, One; Con-
stable Kennedy, Lancefield station. 2,
Sinee Septewber, 1909,

QUESTION—ABORIGINAL HALF-
CASTES.

Mr. GARDINER asked the Premier:
1, Is he awave that young half-caste
natives are being removed from this State
to Victoria for the purpose of working:
on a farm? 2, If so, will he take steps to
prevent a coutinuance of this praetice?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2,
The Aborigines Department has no eon-
trol over male half.castes of the age of 16
and upwards unless babitually living or
aszociating with aborigines,

QUESTION—STEAMSHIP SERVICE,
SHARK BAY-FREMANTLE.

Mr. McDONALD asked the Premier:
Ave any arrangements being made by the
Government to assure communieation be-
tween Shark Bay and Fremantle seeing
that the serviee is delayed owing to labour
troubles on the “Koombana”%

The PREMIER veplied: The hon.
members for Gaseovne and Roebourne
drew attention to the seriousness of the-
position ns affecting Shark Bay and the
other North-Wesi ports. The Govern-
ment had, however, already made repre-
sentations lo Ihe Commonwealth Govern-
ment and to the parties immediately cou-
cerned, with a view lo the immediate des-
patch of stores and mails by the Govern-
ment steamer “Penguin®” or some other
vessel in lhe eveul of the dilfficulty re-
garding the erew of the “Koombana” not
being seltled al an early date,

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.
1, Agricultural Bank Act 1906 Amend-
ment.
2, Workers’ Homes,

PAPERS—RAILWAY SIDING,
STONEVILLE.
On motion by Mr. TURVEY, ordered -
“Phat all papers in connection with the
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proposal to convert Dowie's Siding at
Stoneville on the Eastern railway info a
public siding be laid upon the Table of
the House.

BILL—HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT.
Read a third time and transmitted to
the Legislalive Council,

ASSENT TO SUPPLY BILL.
Message from the Governor received

and read notifying assent to the Supply
Bill (£460,000).

BILL—INDUSTRIAL CONCILIATION
AND ARBITRATION ACT AMEND-
MENT.

In Commitice,
Resumed from 23rd November, 1911
Mr, Holman in the Chair; the Attorney
General in charge of the Bill

" Clause 15—Amendment of Section 109:

Mr. GEORGE: Was not this clanse an
encrgachment on the powers conferred
upon the Commissioner of Railways by
{he Railway Act of 1902. The Commis-
sioner was given power in the Aect to deal
with all employees under £400 per annum,
and this clause seemed to enable the Min-
ister to deal with certain matters instead
of the Commissioner. Was this not taking
the railways out of the Commissioner's
eontrol and putting them under the con-
trol of a political head?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
hon. member was quite right as to the

powers of the Commissioner to deal with
the employees, but the hon. member also
koew that the Minister had a power ex-
Iraneous and collateral with that of the
Commissioner, especially in eonnection
with matters of policy. The elause did
not do away with the power of the Com-
missioner to deal with his employees, but
it did say that when a dispute arose re-
quiring refrence to the Arbitration Court
the responsibility shounld be taken by ile
Minister. It contravened or annulled
nothing, but it fixed responsibility for
appeals fo the Arbitration Court upon
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the Minister. Surely that was desirable,
inasmuch as the Minister could be attacked
in lhe Honse directly, whereas in the
other case it would have to he done by
proxy; they could only attack lhe Com-
missioner through the Minister.

Mr, GEORGE: The Committee conid

‘not deal with a measuare like the Railway

Act and annul any portion of it in this
way. If the Railway Aet was not in ac-
cordance with the requirements of the
times it would be well to reconsider the
whole question as to whether the railways
should revert to control by the Govern-
ment of the day. The appointment of
the Commissioner in 1902 was distinctly
an appointment to take the railways out
of the hands of politicians and to have
the system dealt witlr from thé standpoint -
of a railway man rather than from the
standpoint of a man who, however well-
meaning, bad not the experience to en-
able him fo deal with those malters. The
vailway servants had the same power as
those ontside the department to elaim their
rights before the Arbitration Court, but
the Railway Aet so distinetly placed the
managewment of ‘the railways in the hands
of the Commissioner that he viewed wilh
a considerable amoant of jealousy and
doubt anything that would interfere with
those powers.

The Attorney General: It does not in-
terfere with the powers at all,

Mr. GEORGE: Section 82 of the Rail-
ways Act of 1904 stated that whenever in
the Industrial Conciliation and Arbitra-
tion Act of 1902 reference was made to
the Minister for Railways the provisions
of that Act should apply to the Commis-
sioner as if ‘“the Commissioner of Rail-
ways” were inserted in the place of
“Minister for Railways.” In the Arbitra-
tion Act there was certainly provision for
the varions unions of railway men fo have
their cases dealt with, but when it eame to
be a question of going to the Arbitration
Conrt, the man who was responsible for
the working of the railways was the man

" who should decide and take the responsi-

bility of his decision. There had been
instances in which the late GGovernment
kad intervened wher there had been
trouble with the railway servants, but he
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was not sure that that intervention would
have been necessary had the powers of
the 1002 Act continued. Under that Aect
the Commissioner was not simply a
fignrehead, but a man with full responsi-
bilily to do his duty to the State and to
ilte employees.

Mr Bolton: It would have been a bad
lookout for the men if the Government
had not intervened.

Mr. GEORGE: If the full responsi-
bility were placed on the Commissioner
he should be able to do a fairer deal for
the men than could be done by the inter-
venlion of political pariies. He looked
upon ihe amendment as being another
move in sealing the doom of non-politieal
control of the railways. The peopie
would sconer or later awaken fo the fauot
that in indusirial matters members of
Parliament should not interfere, and in
his opinion this elanse was making inter-

ference by Parliamentarians 106 ¢u<y
aliogelher.

Mr., B. J. Stubbs: What powers does
the clause take away from the Commis-
stoner ¢

Mr. GEORGE: The clanse left the de-
cision with the Minister instead of with
the Commissioner. At the present time
the men econld cite the Commissioner be-
fore the court whenever they pleased, and

- the same power should rest with the Com-
missioner. If they desired to take away
the non-political control of the railways
let ihem oo back lo the system prior fo
1902, and make the Commissioner merely
a general manager under a political bead.
Without a thorough debate on the ques-
tion of political or non-political eontral
he viewed with econsiderable apprehen-
siou this eneroachment on the powers of
the Commissioner,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
iurestion of politieal or noun-political eon-
tro] of the rallways was only a compara-
tive one; in faet, it was absolutely im-
possible to have non-political control of
the railways. The very Act which the

. imember presumed to provide for non-
nolitieal conlrol stipulated in a nomber
of clauses that the powers of ile Com-
missioner were subject to the Minisler for
the time being, Partienlarly in rezard to

. SATY.

~ Railways.
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the power of one party or the other to go
before the Avbitration Court was it essen-
tial that ng provision shounld be made to
take away power from the Minister. What-
ever the Commnissioner might do in regard
to wages. the Minister had o get from
Parliament the necessary vote for paying
the wages, and it was only vight that the
power given to private employers and em-
ployees 1o cile each other before the
Court should also be extended to the em-
ployer in the ease of the Government
railways., It would not be in accordance
with the principles of arbitration if only
the workers were given power to take a
case before the court. In view of the
fact that ihe Minister would have to
secure tne approval of Parvliament for
any inerensed vofe consequent upon any
advance in wages thal might he awarded
by the court, it scemed perfectly proper
that the clause should make provision for
the Minisier citing the workers hefore the
court, if that conrse were deemed neces-
The clause in no way detracied
from the powers vested in the Commis-
sivuer under the Aet of 1902,

Mr. GEORGE: Section 16 of the

" Government Railways Aet provided that

the Commissioner shonld have the man-
azemeni, maintenance and control of
every Gavernment railway.

The Minister for Lands: Subject vight
through to the approval of the Minister.

Me, GILORGE: Did the Attorney Gen-
eral propose to substitute this amending
Bill for the Goverunment Railways Aet?
Alleration might be necessary to suit all
conditions, but would it not he far beiter
fo bring in an amending Railways Bill
than 1o whifile away by such a Bill as
that naw before the Committee the power
of the man in charge of the railways,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
Bill did nol destroy the power now exist-
ing in the Minisler or Commnissioner. of
Section 4 of the Roilways Act
provided thal all Government railways
were vested in the Minister on behalf of
Hiz Majesly, and all through the Act
there were provisions for ibe Minister
giving authority to the Commissioner to
act, while the seetion referred to by the
hon. member distinetly stated that the
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aunthority to the Commissioner to have full
management and control was subject (o the

provisions of the Aet. The Bill before the ~

- Committee added ne power to the Min-
ister and took no power from the Com-
missioner. Things were left precisely as
before, except that the Minister was given
authority to take a dispute to the Arbi-
iration Court. I was doubtful whether
there was power for the Commissioner 1o
vefer a dispute as the workers could do,
and now both sides wonld have the power
beyond guestion.

Mr. George: Why not give it to the
man who has to manage the railways?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Be-
cause in these guestions policy was very
often involved. If a dispnte arose it was
the Minister who must obtain the vote of
Parliament, making it imperative on the
Minister to have socmething to say as to
whether a dispute should go on further or
be at once referred to the conrt.

Mr. GEORGE: There was no objec-
tion to the power of referring a dispute
to the court, but it was encroaching on
the powers that should belong to the Com-
raissioner by the Railways Aet and by
the responsibilily thrown upon him hy
that Aet.

Clause put and passed.

New Clause—Amendment of Section
26:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL moved—
That the following be added to stand as
Clanse 6:—

Section 26 of the principal Act is
hereby amended by the addition of the
following subseection :—<(3.) The Court
may, on the application of any parly
to an industrial agreement, order that
the terms of such agreement, with such
modifications or variations, if any, as
the Court may deew expedient, shall be
a comsnion rule i any specified indus-
triul district or districts, and the terms
of such agreement shall thercupon, sub-
ject as aforesaid, exiend to and bind
and be avaeilable for the benefit of every
industrial union, industrial association,
or employer who is at any time whilst
the order is in force comnected with or
engaged in the industry to which the

agreement applies wivrn such district or

districts, and the Court may at any time
" revoke such order”’
The object of the amendment was to pre-
vide that industrial agreements arrived
at without any law and formality, such as
citing parties to the court, might be rvegis-
tered and be binding upon and cover all
the parties engaged in the particular
industry just as if there had been an
actual dispnte and an award delivered by
the court,

New clause put and passed.

Title-—agreed to.

Bill reported with an amendment.

BILI—EARLY CLOSING ACT
AMENDMENT,

In Commiliee.

~ Mr. Holman in the Chair; Hon W. C.
Angwin (Honorary Miuvister) in chargs
of the Bill,

Clanses 1 and 2—agreed to.

Clause 3—Substitution of new sections
for Sections 3, 4, and 5:

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Explanation as
to a portion of this clause had been
omitted when moving the second reading.
At present shops that closed on any publie
boliday could remain open on the statu-
tory half-holiday during the same weels,
and this led to eonfusion and misunder-
standing among the shopkeepers and em-
ployees. A large number of the shop-
keepers had no wish to open their shops
on the recognised half-holiday when there
was a public holiday during the week, and
there was an agreement among a number
of them in this regard. Others, however,
opened their shops on the Wednesday.
The clanse now proposed to take away the
right of shopkeepers to keep their shops
open on the statutory half-holiday when
there was a public holiday during the
week, it being realised there was no com-
pulsion upon any person to elose his shop
on a public holiday.

Clause put and passed.

- Clause 4—Substitution of new section
for Seciton 8: :
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Hon, W, C. ANGWIN moved an
amendment— )
That all the words after “therefor”
in line 2 be struck out and the follow-
ing inserted in leu:—*13. (1} If in any
exempted shop any article, not being an
article appropriate to that description
of shop, is on any day sold or offered
or exposed for sale such shop shall,
during the whole of that day, be deemed
not to be an exempted shop and the
provisions of this det shall apply there-
to acecordingly. (2) “Ezempted shop”
means a shop of a description men-
tipned in Schedule 1. (3) An article
shall not be deemed to be appropriate
to any description of shop unless the
sale of that class of article (a) strictly
forms purt of the business of shops of
that description; or (b} has been ex-
pressly authorised by proclamation +n
shops of that description. (4) Nothing
in this section shall affect any special
right of dispensing the prescriptions of
medical practitioners or supplying
medical or surgical appliances in cases
of emergency given to keepers of
chemists’ or druggists’ shops under any
other section of this Act; but, with this
exceptivn, the provisions of Subsection
I shall have effect with regard to any
chemists’ or druggists’ shop lo which
they are for the time being applicable
as if it were not a shop of that descrip-
tion”’
If the proposed section as printed in the
Bill became law a number of shops,
which members would agree should be
permitted to extend iheir hounrs, would
not be allowed to do so. It was therefore
proposed to insert a seetion similar to a
proposal now before the South Australian
Parliament, giving power by proclamation
to state what deseription of goods should
be sold in some of the exempted shops.
There was on the Notice Paper a pro-
posal to permit chemists’ shops to remain
open uniil 8 o’clock. Chemists sold a
large number of articles that were seld
in other shops, and it would be necessary
to make provision that they could sell
these other goods as well as drugs. There
was a good deal of dissatisfaetion during
the short period in which the Saturday
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half-holiday was im vogue, and this was
brought about by the aetion on the part
of zome of those shopkeepers who were
exempted under the Aet, carrying oi
their trade, whilst those who were not
exempted were obliged to eclose. There
should be as far as possible general satis-
faction among the traders in this respeet.
Cases had been known where some shop-
keepers after closing hours had refused
to sell eertain goods, and the customers
had crossed the road and obtained them
from someone else. It would be difficnlt
to set out the actual goods. For instance,
chemists sold tooth-brushes and seaps,
which werve sold also in other shops,
and it was recognised that it was neces-
sary that chemists should he permitted to
keep open their premises in order to
wake up preseriptions. It was alse un-
derstood that it would not pay ehemists
to keep their premises open after the
regular howrs if they were restricted to
the making up of preseriptions.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: It was a pity
that the Minister did not put the amend-
ment on the Notice Paper. So far as
could be judged the amendmeni meant
that a chemist’s shop would be closed so
far as the goods which were purehas-
able in other establishments were con-
cerned.

Hou, W, (.
said that “an

ANGWIN: The eclause
article shall not be

" deemed fo bhe appropriate fto any de-

seription of shop unless the sale of that
class of artiele strictly forms part of the
basiness of shops of that deseription; or
has been expressly aufhorised by Pro-
clamation in shops of that deseription.”
That meant that the Governor-in-Couneii
would lhave power by proclamation to
siate what class of goods wust be sold
in the shops which were exempted. Sup-
pose there were a newsagent and he was
exempied under the Act, and that a book-
seller was also exempted, while the faney
goods shop was not exempted; them it
wonld be necessary to define what were
faney coods, so that those persons who
sold faney goods in a newsagency might
be placed in the same position as the
man who soid fancy goods only. Both
persons should be put on an equal foot-
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ing. It was intended to put the man
who was exempted in a similar position
as if he dealt in one elass of goods. That
would remove the dissatisfaction which
existed.

Mr., FRANK WILSON: The desire
of the Minister to earry ount this prin-
viple would receive his support, but he
was not quite sure whether the Minister
would bring about the result he wished.
If the Minister intended to gazette all
the different classes of goods which were
not {0 be sold after hours or on holidays,
he was taking on a very big order. If
one took ordinary druggists it would
he found that a gpreat nomber of the
woods which they sold were also sold by
the grocer, the draper, the fancy goods
man and others, and it would be necessary
to specify all those articles in order to
prevent the drugeist from selling them.
It was known that it was part and parcel
of the chemist's business to sell these
things,

Mr, THOMAS: The matter was much
clearer than hon. members seemed fo
think. The ohject of the Minister was
merely to provide that a chemist should
keep open after ordinary hours so that
he might sell those articles which strietly
hedonged to his business, and it was to be
understood that the articles would include
all those things which formed part of the
business. The Minister would have power
hy proclamation te have a list of articles
prepaved which should or should not be
sold. The number of articles sold by a
chemist, and which were sold in other
stores, were not very numerous. As a
matier of fact, with the exception, per-
laps, -of tobaceonigts' shops, perfumes
were not sold elsewhere, and most of the
other articles were not touched by other
businesses. The point shonld be under-
stood that a chemist in keeping open for
& number of hours longer than any other
man in business did so for the convenience
of the publie, and we were studying the
convenience of the public in granting
this privilege.  If, therefore, we defi-
nitely declared that a chemist should not
zell anvthing ecise but drugs after the
ordinary hours, the chemist would vefuse
{o keep his shop open and the publie

[17]
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wonld suffer, Tt would not pay a chem-
ist to keep open his premises merely for
the purpose of dispensing a preseription,
If it was not thonght necessary that the
chemist should keep his establishment
open longer than another business, they,
too, should be compelled to close at six
o’clock. Bat if it was thought that it
was for the convenienee of the public
that a ehemist’s shep was being kept open
it would be necessary to permit a chemist
to sell evervihing he had in his shop.

Mpr, George: It is a neeessity,

Mr. THOMAS: One could not ecompel
a man in business to keep his business
open if he did not want to do so; there-
fore no attempt would be made to impose
a special hardship by asking these people
to remain open for two hours later than
other bunsinesses, and restrict their sales.
Tiiese places would be open solely in the
interests of the public and the owners of
them were therefore entitled to some con-
sideration, Hon, members wonld be wise
to earry the elause as it stood on the
Notice Paper, for it wounld give the pub-
lic the profection they required,  The
Minister wounld have the power by pro-
clamation to prohibit a sale of any one
of those articles to which reference bad
been made.

Mr. CARPENTER.: Three paris of
the friction arising out of the Early Clos-
ing Act had sprung from this very ques-
tion of exempt shops being permifted to
sell goods sold in shops not exempt. He
was sorry the Minister had bronght
down the proposed new clause with-
out having given the publie av
opportunity of seeing it iu print.
It wonld be a pity if, on an im-
portant matter like this, we were to pass
anything hastily, without knowing the fnll
import of our action. Tt was not clear
lrow the Minister would arvive at a decis-
ion as to what goods ought not to be sold
in a shop exempt from early closing. For
instance, chemists sold a wide variety of
articles sold also by grocers, and at mov-
elty shops, and it would be a hard matter
to determine which of these goods should
be taken away from the chemist. The
question should be delayed for a day or
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two in order to afford opportunity for
hearing from those most interested.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The problem
resolved iizelf into the question of whether
it was in ihe intersts of the publie that
chemisis should be allowed to keep open
after other shops had closed. If it was
so it would be necessary fo make regula-
tlons providing for the later elosing of
chemists’ shops, while, if not, those shops
should ¢loge at the hour specified in the
Act. It was true that some other shops
sold goods siwilar to those to be bought in
a chemist’s shop, but these goods did not
fit in with the deseription of trade usually
earried on in those shops. The large de-
partment stores sold almost everything.
Should Foy & Chbson’s be allowed to re-
main open after hours beeause they sold
stationery, or Boan Bros. because they
sold patent medicines? The amendment
constituted a safeguard against undue
competition. Photographie supplies were
purchasable at chemists’ shops, and simi-
Iarly at other shops not exempted; by
proclamation the Government could say
that such goods should nol be seld in
chemists’ shops if v meant undue com-
petition with other shops nol exempted.

Mr. Frank Wilson: If these goods
strietly form part of the business of such
shops, you eannot do it.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: But these
goods did not form part of the business
of a chemist’s shop. The amendment was
nolhing more than a fair proposition, and
should commend itself to all hon. mem-
bers.

Mr. GEQORGE: Tt seemed that a
chemist wonld have to close his shop early
if he were going to sell anything that was
sold also in auother shop; apparently it
was not an Early Closing Bill after all,
but a regulation for eontrolling the des-
eription of goods o be sold in particalar
shops. Seeing the urgent necessity for
the chemists'shops remaining open beyond
the usual hour of closing, and having re-
gard to the beneficent character of snch
shops, how could they be expected to con-
form with the eight hours’ day? Chemists
were required to make up preseriptions
at almost any lhour of the day or night.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: This merely pro-
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vides thal wuey shali elose at the same lime:
as other shops if they sell other goods.
Mr. CARPENTER: Although actually

there was but one question before
the Committee, hon. members were
discussing twe. It would be far
betier to have the eclause printed
and distributed in order to afford

opportuniiy for becoming fully seized of
its significauce.

Mr. THOMAS: Surely all people were
of the opinion that for the convenience of’
the publie the chemists should be allowed
to remain open. If exeeption were taken
to any articles sold by a chemist the Gov-
ernment could by proclamation remove
the eanse of the objection. If the ariicle
sold strietly formed part of the business
of a chemist’s shop, and we were going to:
allow the chemist to kep his shop open
after hours, why quibble at the sale of”
such article? What articles did a chemist
sell in competition with other people?

Mr. 8. Stubbs: Cameras.

Mr., THOMAS: They would be pro-
hibiled. The ordinary stock-in-lrade in
which he eompeted with other people, such
as baby foods, and brushware, was a mere
trifle, and the exemption of them could
be arranged for. If it was a convenienee
to have those shops open, thev conld not
have them opened for one line only, be-
cause it would not pay the chemist. It
must he made worth his while o keep
open, and since the injury to others was
so Irifling it was hardly worlth while to
delay the amendment.

Mr. PRICE: 'Would the Commillee
have an opportunily of dealing with
chemists and druggists at a later stage
if the amendmenl were agreed to?

The Premier: Yes.

Mr. PRICE: The hon. member had
stated that it was the general opinion
that chemists and druggists should re-
main open, but was that so%

The Prender: This is not put in for
the special benefil of chemists and drug-
gists.

Mr. PRICKE: IXf the clause would in
any way limit the Commiltee’s powers to
deal with chemists and druggisis at a
later stage he was not prepaved to lei it
pass.
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Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: In the Bill
chemisls and druggists were exempted,
and could be kept open till 11 o'elock at
night. The member for Bunbury pro-
nosed to move an amendment compelling
chemists fo close at 8 o'clock
instead of at 11 o'clock. This
clanse did not deal only with chemists
shops. but with every shop mentioned in
Schedule 1, and the Minister should have
power to deal with shops that sold goods
of the satne chavacter as other shops which
were not exempt.

Mr, FRANK WILSON: The amend-
ment eovered a number of different husi-
nesses, and there was veason to fear that
it wonld not he found effective.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: T have advice
that il is. '

Mr. FRANK WILSON: The two sub-
clanses were af ecross purposes, and it
would be to the Minister’s interest to re-
port progress and have the amendmeni
placed on the Notice Paper.

The PREMIER: The amendiment was
not to meet the proposal to he made by
the member for Bunbury at a later stage,
but applied to every business set out in
Sehedule 1. Members must know that
there were many shopkeepers who were
earrying on two or three businesses in con-
junction, and trading in both exempted
and unexempted goods, with the result
that they ¢id a large proportion of their
business after hours and were unfair com-
petitors with the men who had to close
under Lhe Aet, The proposed clause gave
the Minister power to expressly aulhorise
by proelamaticn what avticles should be
cxempted, or otherwise. This clanse had
heen put into operation in South Anstralia
and had been found the most effective
manner of dealing with the objections
mentioned by the member for Fremantle
in connection with shops whieh earried
on an exempted trade in conjunction with
one that was not exempted. The Parlia-
mentary drafisman assvred the Govern-
ment that the amendmeni wonld meet the
ease cxaetly. On a previous occasion
there was a strong objection lo business
men selling afier hows articles which an-
other business man could not sel] beeause
e came under the operations of the Early
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Closing Act. Booksellers who were ex-
empted, for instance, often sold articles
which were the main stoek-in-trade of an-
otlier man who was compelled to close his
premises. This would enable the Govern-
ment to provide hy proelamation that he
was not to sell those arficles, because he
competed vnfairly with the other man
whose shop was not exempled.

Mr. DOOLEY : Had the Minisier power
fo specify the individual arlicles that
might be prohibited from sale9

M. LANDER: Did the clause affect
chemists in the least, provided they con-
fined themselves to their trade, and &d
not prostitute their positions as many of
them were doing by beeoming chandlers,
cutlers, and sellers of veterinary instrg-
ments, and a lot of other side lines? The
clause was to protect other tradesmen
against abuses of this kind, which had
made the half-holiday in the past a farce.
The ehemist was not content to confine his
trade to drugs which he sold at 80 per
eent. profit, but mnst wnfaivly compete
with others.

Mr. B. JJ. STUBBS: The arguments
of neither the Honorary Minister nor the
Premier were eonvincing. Cerlainly a
areat denl of the failure of the Early
Closing Aet had been on aceount of un-
fair competition by exempled shops in
articles sold by shops which were com-
pelled to close. Newsagents, to a large
extent, sold arficles that were sold by
Faney goods shops, which were not ex-
empted. The Honorary Minisier stated
(hat cevtain goods would be proclaimed;
weve the goods those which the news-
agent would be allowed to sell, or were
they those which he would not be allowed
lo sell? 1t was stated that if a man
competed unfairly he would be obliged tu
close, but how was that to be done unless
there was first a prosecution and eonvie-
tion? The intention of the clause was all
right, but it did vot go far enough. Pro-
vision should be inserted that all goods
xhich the exempted shops was not al-
lowed to sell should be covered over, or
tocked away, and then if an inspector
tound such poods exposed for sale, he
could come to the conclusion that the
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shopkeeper iniended vo sell them if a cus-
tomer asked for them.

Mr. George: And deal with him as you
wonld with a man selling liquor at a pro-
hibited hour.

Alr. B. J. STUBBS: A man convicted
of selling goods he was not supposed to
sell should not enjoy further exemption,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The intention
was as far as possible to get the large
majority of shops closed at 6 o’clock. At
present chemists and bakers were allowed
to keep open until 11 o’clock if necessary
and they would still be exempted under
the Bill, but the desire was lo prohibit
these exempted shops from selling goods
that were not of the deseription of goods
sold by the shops in Schedule 1. If they
did sell goods other than those sold by
shops wentioned in Schedule 1, then they
must close at § o’clock The Parliament-
ary Drafisman gave assurance that this
clanse would provide everything necessary
to earry that into effect.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: Every member
would like to see the provision ecarried
out as the Minister had outlined, but the
objection was to passing a long clause
simply read out to the Commitiee. Amend-
ments of a technical character like thig
should be in print. The statement that
the Parliamentary Draftsman considered
the clause would have a eertain effect was
not sufficient. Members should have the
right to judge for themselves. When a
Minister he had never refused to give
wembers sufficient time to study a clause
if they wished it, and now he must pro-
test against this way of carrying oun
business. The amendment shonld be on
the Notice Paper.

Mr. Taylor: Hear, hear!

Mr. FRANK WILSON : Members
would then have the opportunity of con-
sulting their electors or, if necessary, of
taking legal advice as to the effect of the
clause. With a view to testing the ques-
tion he moved—

That progress be reported.

Mr. PRICE: Was the hon, member in

order in moving progress after making

a speech?
The CHAIRMAN: Yes.
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Motion put and a division taken witle
the following result:—

Ayes .. . . 18

Noes . . .. 27
Majority against ..o 12

AYEE,

Mr. Allen Mr. Moore

Ar. Broun Mr. A. E. Piesse

Mr. Carpenter Mr. A. N. Plesse

Mr, George Mr. . Stubbs

Mr. Harper Mr. P, Wilsen

Mr. Lefroy Mr, Wisdom

Mr. Male Mr. Layman

My, Mitchell (Teller).

NOES.

Mr. Angwin Mr. MeDowall

Mr, Bath Mr. Mullany

Mr. Bolton Mr. O’Loghlen

Mr. Colller Mr. Price

Mr. Dooley. Mr. Scaddun

Mr. Foley Mr. B. J. Stubbs

Mr., Gardiner Mr, Swan

Mr. GilIl Mr. Taylor

My, Green Mr. Thomas

Mr. Hudson Mr, Turvey

Mr. Johnson Mr. Underwood

Mr. Johnston Mr. Walker

Mr. Lander Mr. Heitmaon

Mr. Lewis {Tsller),

Motion thus negatived.

Mr, TAYLOR: It was an unfortunate
position members were in when they had
to discuss an amendment of which there
were only two typewritten copies. e
objected to the attitnde of the Minister
in compelling members on the Government
side to support him in preventing pro-
gress being reported, though they desired
it.

Mr. George: Then why did you vote
against the motion?

Mr, TAYLOR: As an old Parliamenl-
arian the hon. member knew that if pro-
gress was moved by the Opposition and
the divizion was earried it took the busi-
ness out of the hands of the Government.
Therefore as a Government supporter he
was compelled, brutally compelled, to
support a matter in +which he did not
believe, and other memhers on the Gov-
ernment side were in the same position.
No Minister should bring down an amend-
ment in this way, especially when the
Minister had on the Notice Paper an
amendment to another proposal which
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memhers had been considering for days
past. It was now found hy members that
the Minister had abandoned his attitude
towards the proposa] relating to chewists’
ghops, and bad brought down a fresh
amendment, merely acquainting members
of it by reading from a typewritten piece
of foolseap. This was unfair to the Com-
mittee. When members on the Govern-
ment side were in Opposition they never
failed to enter protest against the very
thing they now supported; they many
times debated a matter for hours simply
to enter protest against a Minister bring-
ing down an amendment without puiling
it on the Notice Paper; and it was unfair
for Government members now to adopt

taclies they bitterly opposed when in
Opposition. The Minister should report
progress.

The PREMIER: It must not be thought
the Government introduced the amend-
ment and brutally compelled the member
for Mount Margaret to vote against pro-
gress heing reported beeause it would
mean the fate of the Government. On
matters of this kind the hon. mewber was
entitled at any time to use bis own judg-
ment. No other member wonld hold his
vote on the division just taken was purely
to save the Government. It was not a
matter on whieh the Government stood or
fell, and cerlainly {he Whip had not asked
any member to vote against reporting
progress lo save the Government. When
the fate of the Government was in the
balanee he (the Premier) would have the
courage to tell members on the Govern-
ment side, and yet they could still use
their judgment as to wheflier it would be
advisable to vole for or against the Gov-
ernment. 3Members might as well under-
stand it row as later. As for the amend-
ment, when a shop exempted under Sche-
dule 1 expesed for sale, attempted to sell,
or sold anything not appropriate to that
partienlar class of business, it came under
the Karly Closing Aet and must close at
the hour decided under the Act. The
clause gave an opportunity of getting
over a difficulty that had arisen throngh-

out Australia, and the Parliamentary
Draftsman  gave an  assurance that
it  was the only method  dis-
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covered in any part of Australia
to get over the diffieuliy. Take

the case of chemisis. If a chemist soid
tea, that would not be appropriate to his
particular line of business. If a chemist
exposed for sale, or sold, or offered for
sale an article such as tea after hours he
would be liable, becanse he would not then
come under the exempted shops. If it
was discovered that any business man
was exposing for sale an article which
brought him into unfair ecompetition with
other business men, there would be (he
power to declare by proclamation that the
article being sold was not appropriate (o
the business, and if he insisted on ex-
posing it for sale he would come within
the provisions of the Act. The matter
was simple enough,

Mr. FRANK WILSON: It was to he
regretted that the Prewier should get so
warit oti ttis matter, and that he should
seem to think that the fate of the Govern-
ment was in the balance. Had he (Mr.
Wilsonr) known that on a simple preposal
to report progress the stability of the
Government depended he wounld have
thought twice before moving it. There
was 1o desire on his part to put the hon.
member out of offiee at the present time.

The Minister -for Lands: Yon do not
wish to embarras us.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: As time went
on the Premier would find his load becom-
ing heavier and heavier, and he would get
more tired, and the people themselves
would eventually turn him out. It was
satisfactory to notice that one Ministerial
member had the courage of his opinion,
and voted to report progress. Many others
spoke in favour of reporting progress, but
what did they do when the bells rang?
They voted against the proposal beeanse
the Premier had the whip over them.

The Premier: Who are they?

Mr. FRANK WILSOXN : The memher
for Subiaco, the member for Mount Mar-
garet, the member for East Perth and half
a dozen others. All these hon. members
wanted to see progress reported, and
naturaily so. Why should they not have
the opportunity of reading this clause
in print, and considering it, and perhaps
referring it to those interested in the
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matter? There was no absolute neees-
sity tu pass the Bill through Committee
that afternoon. It was his desive to
help the Minister, but in this case he was
not satisfied that the clanse as drafted
would give the power which the Minister
desived to have. He had not attempted
to embarrass the Minister in any way,
and had asked him three or four times
to report progress, and it was only when
the Minister deelined that he relied upon
the common sense of Ministerial mem-
bers to see that additional {ime was
ziven to consider the clanse.

Mr, B. J. STUBBS : The leader of ile
Opposition was certainly making a mis-
take when he stated that the member
for Subiaco had wished to repori pro-
gress. He (Mr. Stubbs) had done noth-
ing of the kind., He never mentioned the
words while he was speaking. He rose
to speak in order to get certain informa-
tion from the Minister.

Mr. Frank Wilson ;: You complained
that you did not have time to read the
amendment.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: The Premier had
the typewritfen amendment in his hand
and allowed him to look at it. Tt was
then that he said that there was not time
to read it through and the Premier drew
his attention lo eertain words reading,
‘Sold, offered or exposed for sale’’
proving that the exempted shopkeepers
were not allowed to expose for sale those
arlieles to which he {Mr. Stubbs) had
objected. e then informed the Commit-
fee that he was satisfied and sat down;
that was why he voted against the pro-
I'osal to report progress.

Mr. GEORGE : The hon. member
missed the point altogether., There were
nany who did not have the opportunity
of studying the amendment. As mem-
hers of a deliberative assembly we were
asking for the right to aseertain what the
amendwment was, It was the first time
in his experience that an attempt had
heen made to put au amendment of that
kind through Committee without piving
metnhers a chance of reading it for them-
selves.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. W. C. Angwin: IL is not my
lirst experience ; it was a common prac-
tice in the last Parliament.

Mr. GEORGE : The Bill was going Lo
tell anyone engaged in shop-keeping
practically what articles he mighi or
might not deal in.

The Minister for Lands: No.

Mr. GEORGE : And in what honrs.
Was it too much to ask that members
should have the opportuniiy not only of
studying the amendment for themselves
but of consulting the people whosze in-
terests were effected? There was no idea
of bocking the Bill, but members shouic
be eareful to see that in Perth, Fre-
manile, and in other places where therv
were numbers of small shopkeepers thai
their businesses were not interfered with.

Hon, H. B. LEFROY : It was impos-
sible for any member to speak on the
proposed new clanse, because it had wnot
been cireulated, and he therefore ap-
pealed Lo the Committee to report pro-
gress, T'here was no principle at stake so
far as the Bill was concerned. There was,
however, a hig principle so far as the
procedure of the House was eoncerned.
This was not a party question, but it was
a question as to whether the business of
the House should be carried on to the
salisfaction of those concerned. It was
a prineiple of Tarliamentary procedure
that business of this kind should not be
carried on unless the amendments ap-
peared on the Notice Paper. According
to Standing Order 284 amendments mere-
Iy of o formal or verbal natave counld he
made, on motion, in any part of the Bill,
at any time during its progress through
the llonge or in Committee. That dis-
tinetly implied that motions or amend-
ments which were not purely verhal
should not be made at any time during
progress through Committee. It was dis-
tinetly 1aid down that amendments of this
kind should not come bhefore Committes
unless they were nlaced on (he XNotice
Paper. A great deal of time had already
been lost this session over matters of this
kind. and it was impossible for members
to {ake an infelligent view of such sub-
jeels unless they were put before them in
a |voper form,
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Mr: ALLEN: What had steuek bhim on
more than one oceasion was the unseemly
haste with which the Government desired
to rTush through the business. When
speaking on the Address-in-reply he de-
clared that it was his intention to assist
the Government, and so far as the mea-
sure before the Committee was concerned
he was in aceord with it. When, however,
amendments were submiited in the form
which had been ndopled that afternoon,
many members, unless they were privi-
leged (as a few of them had been to see
the typewritben copy in the possession of
the Miuvister), would be placed in the
position of practieally having to vote
blindfold. The explanation of the Hon-
orary Minister had been heard, but that
gentleman was in the position of bheing au
fait with the subject. It had struck him
that there had been aceasions, apart from
that partienlar one, when progress might
have been reported, and when members
should have been. riven an opportunity of
studying a matter seriously and voting
intelligently.

Mr. Bolton: This is not the City couns
eil.

Mr. ALLEN: Things did not appear
to he much better in the Legislative As-
sembly than they were in the City coun-
cil. He was sure, however, that the City
council wonld not attempt to rush matters
throngh as the Government had endea-
voured to do that afternoon. Tt was to
be hoped in the future, when a request
was made for progress to be reported on
a mailer which was a non-party one, that
it would be aceeded to, especially if it
was in the interests of everyone concerned
that that course should be adopted.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: The
leader of the Opposition might, if he
cared, point out to the member for West
Perth that vepeatedly clanses had heen in-
treduced inio Bills by him (Mr. Prank
Wilson) ropies of which had not been put
hefore members. In regard to this par-
ticular provision, the member for Murray-
Wellington, perhaps unintentionally, was
misleading 1he Committee when he said
that it =ought to preseribe the class of
articles o shopkeeper might sell. The
clause did nothing of the kind; it merely
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provided power to ecarry oul what {he
existing Farly Closing Ael intended
shonld be carried out.

Mr. Frank Wilson: Do you not by
proclamation say that eceriain articles
shall not be soid? '

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
provision was merely that if cerfain ar-
ticles were sold then the shop selling them
must come into line with other shops at
which such articles were sold.

Mr. Frank Wilson: That will be pro-
hibitive for some shops.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No.
It would merely prohibit certain shops
from competing unfairly with other shops.
Tt would put them on a fair basis in re-
card to partieular articles, but it would
not prevent any shop from selling those
articles.

Myr. Frank Wilson:
tain hours.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
memhber for Murray-Wellington had tried
to lead the (Committee o believe .that if
the provision were carried it would pre-
vent certain shops from selling certain
articles at all. The member for West
Perth would not be preclnded from fur-
ther discussion on the proposal, because
he would have an opportunity on the
third reading of moving for the recom-
mittal of the clanse.

Mr., Frank Wilson : With what hope ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : If any
member had brought forward a reason-
able vjection to the clause—

Mr. Frank Wilson : They do not un-
derstand the clanse ; how ean they ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Tt had
been duly explained, and hon, members
on both sides were as conversant with it
as was fhe Honoramy Minister himself.

The CHATRMAN : The member for
Moore had asked for a ruling on the bear-
ing of Standing Order 284. That Stand-
ing Order referred only to the rectifica-
tien of a mistake. Standing Order 277
had a direct bearing upon the question
raised by the hon. member, and under
that the amendment was perfeetly in
order,

Hon. H. B. LEFROY : Sianding Order
207 provided that no member shonld

Yes; duoring cer-
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make any motion initiating a subjeet for
discussion but in pursnance of a notice
openly given at & previouns sitting of the
House and duly entered on the Notice
Paper. It appeaved to him that a motion
to introduece a new clause was distinetly
a motion under the terms of that Stand-
ing Order.

Tie CHAIRMAN : Standing Order
207 referred solely to matters in the
House itself, and not in Committee.

Mr. GEORGE : What bhe had pre-
viously said, and to which, apparently,
the Minister for Lands referred, was that
the Bill provided for the regulation of
articles whieh might be sold in a shop,
rather than for the early closing of shops.
He still held that view. By proclama-
tion the Government were going to specify
the articles which might be exempt, and
if a man bad a business in which there
was a certain article not in the exempt
list he would have to close the sale of all
the other goods. Of course, he could still
sell them up to six o’clock.

The Minister for Lands: His compati-
tors are not allowed to sell them after
that hour.

Mr. GEORGE : The point was that be-
fore an important matter of the sort was
agreed to hon. members shounld have an
opportunity of reasonably and intelli-
vently dizcussing it. There were but two
iyped copies of the proposed clause, and
it was not possible for all hon. members
to examine them thoroughly.

Mr. ALLEN moved—

That progress be reported.

Motion put, and a division taken with

the following result:—

Ayves .. . . .. 16
Noes .. ve T v 26
Majority against .. 10
AYES.
Mr. Allen Mr. A, E, Plesse
Mr. Broun Mr. A. N. Plesse
Mr. Carpenter Mr, S Stubbs
Mr. George Mr. Taylor
Mr. Harper Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Lefroy Mr. Wisdom
Mr. Male Mr, Layman
Mr. Mitchell (Telier).
Mr. Moore
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NoEs.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Lewis
Mr. Bath Mr. McDowall
Mr. Boliton Mr. Mullany
Mr, Collier Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Dooley Mr, Price
Mr. Dwyer Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Foley Mr. B. J. Stubh:z
Mr. Gardiner . Mr. Swan
Mr. Gill Mr. Turvey
Mr, Green Mr. Underwood
Mr. Hudson Mr. A, A, Wilsor

Mp. Heltmann
(Tetler).

Mr. Johnson
Mr. Johnston
Mr. Lander

Motion thus negatived,
Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result i(—
Ayes .. . .. .. 28
Noes .. .. . .. 9

Majority for .. .. 19

AYES,
Mr. Angwin Mr. Lewls
Mr. Bath Mr. McDowall
Mr. Bolton Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Carpenter Mr. Mullany
Mr. Colller Mr. Prlce
Mr. Dooley Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Dwyer Mr, B. J. Stubbs
Mr. Foley Mr. S8wan
Mr. Gardiner Mr. Themas
Mr, Gl Mr, Turvey
Mr. Green Mr. Underwood
Mr. Hudron Mr. A, A. Wilson
Mr. Johnson Mr. Heltmann
Mre. Johnston (Teller).
Mr. Lander -
NoEs.
Mr. Broun Mr. 8. Stubbs
Mr. George Mr, F. Wilson
Mr. Male Mr. Wisdom
Mr. Mocre Mr. Harper
Mr. A. N, Plesse {Teller).

Amendment thus passed ; the clause
as amended agreed to.

Clauses 5, 6, 7—agreed to.
New Clause:
Mr., THOMAS moved that the follow-
ing he added to stand as Clause 4 :—
The following section is hercby im-
serted in the principal Act, immediately
after Section five thereof :(—"[9a.] (i)
The provisions of Sections four and
five shall apply to chemists’ and drun-
gists’ shops, situated in any distric,
sibjeet to the following provisions:—
(a) On any day when other shops sub-
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Ject to those sections are réquived lo
close nol laler thaw siz o'clock: after
noon, chemists’ and druggists’ shops
shall close at eight o'clock afler noon;
(b)Y Ou Sundays chemisls’ and drug-
gisls’ shops may open at ten o’clozk
before noom, und remain open until one
o’clock after moon, and may open at
half-past six o’clock after noon, and
remain open till eight o’clock after
noon; {¢) On any day on whieh «
chemist’s or druggist’s shop 18 requirad
to close al ome o'clock after noom, it
may be re-opened at siz o’clock, bui
shall be closed again at eight o’closk
after noon. Provided that the preserip-
tions of duly qualified medical pract:-
tioners may be dispensed, and medicines
and surgical appliances required in any
emergency may be supplied in a chem-
is or druggist’s shop after the hours
of clesing applicalile to such shop. (2)
If in any prosecution against a keeper
of a chemist’s or druggist’s shop for a
breach of this _tet, the question shall
arise whether any medicine or surgical
appliance preved to have been supplied
was so supplied in an emergency. the
court shall decide the question as one of
fact after taking into consideration all
the circumstances of the case. (3}
Subject, as aforesaid, the provisions of
this Aet applicable generally to shaps
mentioned in Part 111, of Schedule one
(except the provisions relating to half-
holidays in exempted shops) shall apply
to clhemists’ and druggists’ shops.”
This made provision that chemists' shons
should close at a reansonable hour, that
chemists should enjoy the weekly half.
holiday enjoyed by others and that they
should have certain hours for opening on
Sundays, and must appeal to everyone as
being very just. Certainly the custown of
keeping open until 10 ¢clock or 11
o'clock at night was unreasonable and
nnfair. Chemists did agree among them-
selves to close at earlier hours, bat there
was always soweone breaking through the
arrangement with the hope of getting a
little advantage, with the result that the
long hours were reverted to. The clause
provided that any urgent matter requiring
dispensing, sueh as a doctor’s preserip-
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tion or medicine for a special trouble, the
chemist would have the right (o attend to.
The public were amply safeguarded and
protected, and the clause gave (los2
people it was sought Lo benelit a reason-
able relief from the present unpleasant
conditions. It was held hy some that the
services of a chemist were ad the eall of
the public al any time. [f it was desired
to pay all rhemists in the Staie a speeial
remuneration for special zervices lo be
calted on at any time, no doubt mosl of
the chemisis would be gind to enler inin
an agreement, buf any trader was allowed
{o carry on as he thought best, though as
a matter of fact chemists were always.
very elad to perform special services at
any time. No fair-thinking individual
would object to the conditions chemists
ask for.

Mr, PRICE: If it was wise to elose-
chemists’ shops at eight o’clock there was
no reason why they should not be closed
at seven o’clock. He moved an amend-
ment to the proposed new clause—

That the word “eight” be struck owl
uand “seven” inseried in ligu,

With chemists’ shops closing at eight
o’cloek chemists’ assistants would have no
chance of attending amusements at night.
Closing the shaps nt seven o'elock would
enable shop assistants generally, whose
business places closed at six o’clock, (o
call at the chemisls’ shops 1o seecure any
drng or medicines they mighl requive.
The amendment did nol zo nearly so far

as the majority of tle chemists and
druggists were themselves prepared
to go vight throughont Australasis

He had hefore him a copy of The Chem-
ist and Druggist of Australasie, the offi-
cial publieation of the pharmaecists.
wherein it was pointed out the desirability
of closing af six o’cleck. This matfer was
discussed at a meeling of the pharma-
cists in Sydney some months ago and the
shop assistants’ union was now bringing
the question forward again. The Hobart
pharmacists had definitely petitioned Par-
liament that they should be brought under
that hour of elesing, and in Queensland
the assistants made it part of a proposed
applieation for a wages board, though
they had since receded to 7.30 p.m., while-
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in Vietoria it was certainly being talked
of and was favoured by many. In Mel-
bourne, the paper stated, the closing time
had been alteved from . nine o'clock to
eight o’clock, and the article further
pointed out the need there was in the in-
terests of the trade to check the nndnly
long hours chemists and drogeists com-
pelled their assistants to work.

Mr. Frank Wilson: Why exempt them
at all then?

Mr. PRICE: It was ouly in deference
{o the wishes of certain members that he
was proposing seven o’clock. For the in-
formation of members he would vead the
closing paragraph of the article referred
to. It said—

A strong impression is growing that un-
less muech earlier elosing is secured, the
supply of suitable apprentices will not
be kept np, and pharmacy will saffer
sericusly for the lack of men to maintain
its position. If well-eduecated lads ean-
not he induced to enter pharmacy, the
danger is that sooner or later, instead
of the wants of (he commumnity being
supplied by properly-trained men, a
Lirge class of imperfectly-educated, so-
called practieal men will elaim that they
are entitled to the full privileges of the
duly qualified pharmaeist. Tt seems
perfectly certain that apprentices will
not enter the business while the howrs
are so long, and a change to six o’cloek
closing would be one of the readiest and
best means of making pharmacy more
attractive.
The expression of opinion there, coming
as it did from the official organ of the
party, mighit well veceive consideration at
the hands of members. While be did not
propose to bring forward a radieal alter-
ation to close af six o’elock, in the interests
of chemisis and drugpists themselves the
closing hour shonld be made seven o’clock
and not eight, as in fhe amendment moved
by Mr. Thomas. In reply to the leader
of the Opposition. that if we made the
hour of closing seven o'clock the publie
would not he inconvenienced, personally
he was in favonr of six o’cloek as the clos-
ing hour. but he thought the amendment
would please the people zenerally and be
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in the interests of the trade, and would
also appeal to members.

Mr. THOMAS: The hon, wember for
Albany had the very best of intentions in
trying to do the pharmaeists of Western
Australia a zood turn, but sometimes per-
sons with the Lest intentions might do the
very apposite o that desired. It would
interfere with the practice of doctors if
chemisis were to close their shops at seven
o'elock. Certain people were engaged in
their vrdinavy avocations until six o'clock
in the evening and they could not consult
a medical man and get to a chemist’s shop
to have the preseription dispensed before
seven o'clock,  If the amendment were
carried it might lead to medical men dis-
pensing their own preseriptions, which
was not desirable. A medieal man should
nat dispense his own preseriptions beeause
when he sat down to write out a preserip-
tion he had time to think, and also pharma-
cists acted as a check on preseriptions.
Were it not for the fact that preseriptions
were dispensed by cliemists deaths might
have vesulted if the doctors had dispensed
their own preseriptions. Chemists would
he just as well off financially if they closed
at six o’clock, but they were anxious to
benefit the pumbliec.  The member for
Albany said that he read from an official
argan, The Chemist and Druggist, but
ihis paper did not represent the opinions
of the chemists and drnggists of Austra-
lasia any more than the TWest Australion
represented the views of the Labour party.
The paper was run by an individnal for
lus own henefit, and expressed his own
opinions, Ile (Mr, Thomas) appreciated
the efforts of the member for Alhany, who
desived to do the right thing, but he ap-
pealed 1o members not to carry the amend-
ment. Tef eight o'clock be tried at first.
Fle Aid not fhink the public would ap-
preciate the elosing at seven o'clock: they
had heen in the habit of having these
shops open wuntil 10 o'clock, 11 o'clock.
and, in some places, 12 o'clock at night:
there were verv sweeping alterations heing
made and we should not go too far all at
once. Members should he satisfied with
a reasonable thing, which was eight
o’clock, and if the amendment worked
well. and an alteration was found neces-
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sary, there should be no cbjection raised to
it.

Mr. PRECE: One could have imagined
thai the hon. member was making a speech
against early closing vears ago; there was
the old argument about interfering with
vested interests and thal the public did
not want the alteration. The lon. mem-
ber stated that the paper which had been
quoted from was not the official publica-
tion of ihe chemists and druggists. Most
of the paragraphs related to the shop as-
sistants’ unions, and how they were mov-
ing in the matter, and, in case members
might think that this was a labour publica-
tion, and that it was not an official doeu-
ment, he wonld read what it was. This
was the offieial organ of the following
societies :—The Pharmacentical Society
of New South \Wales, the Pharmaceuntical
Bociety of Queensland, the Pharmaceutieal
Soriety of South Awustralia, the Pharma-
centical Society of Western Anstralia, the
Pharmacentical Society of Tasmania, the
Cenfral Pharmaceuticui Assoeiation {(Wel-
linglon, N.Z.}, the Otage Pharmacentical
Association (Dunedin, N.Z.), the Hawlkes
Bay 'C. and D. Assoceiation of New Zea-
land, the Wairarapa C. and D. Association
of New Zealand, the Pharmacy Board of
New Zenland. Tf ihe amendmenl was
carvied it would mean that the assistants
would have an opportunity of aftending
amusements and spending an  evening,
whieli hitherlo they had not heen able to
spend, for the chemists’ assistants could
not get a week day evening off nor a Sun-
day. Therefore he trusted the amendment
woulld be carvied in the inlerests of the
chemists themselves ns well as {he publie
generally.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: It was fto be
hoped that when the amendment of the
Arbitration Act was in force the chemists’
assistants would be able to form a union
and have their hours regulated by Lhe
Court. The Commitliee had to take into
consideration n addiiion to the ehemisis
the large pumber of persons who were
engaged in shops. It was almost impos-
sible for a man wlho visited a doctor at 7
o’clock to get his preseription made up
by 8 o'clock. To-day a deputation of
chemists had wailed upon him aud point-
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ed out that they would he only too pleased
to clnse al 6 o’clock if the public were
agreeable, bul in ahmost every instance
Hiey supplied friendly societies with pre-
seriplions, and they could not elose unless
they allowed fthese preseriptions to be
made np. He thought that 8 o’clock was
a reasonable hour, and that kron. members
should coneur in the wishes of lhe chem-
15ts themselves,

My, THOMAS: The publication
qualed by the member for Albany was
not the official organ of the chemists, ex-
cept so far as the reporis of roeelings
and adveriisemenis were coneerned. The
opiniong expressed in the leading artiele
were the opinions of the editor oniy. Per-
sonully he would like to see chemists close
at G o’cloek, The hours of chemists' as-
sistants were fixed and fhey had their
regulay Lours allotied, so he was not ask-
ing the Commitiee (o consent to 'a pro-
vision that would mean working these men
unduly long howrs. He would be pleased
to see a chemists’ assistanis’ nnion formed
so that they could get from the Arbitra-
tion Convt the best hours and working
conditions possible. If the chemists’ shop
were to be liept open until 8 o’clock, he
hoped that the assistanis would be able
to enjoy eieht hours a day the same as
anybody eclse,

Mr. FRANK WILSON: If the chem-
ists’ shops weve to be closed at 7 o’cloek
the Commiitee mighl as well zo lhe whole
hoge and ¢lose them ab 6 o’cloek.

The Premier: The doclors see their
patients between 6 o’clock and 8 o’clock
and give their preseriplions.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: Doctors saw
their patients at all hours. If the chem-
ists’ shops weve to be closed at 7 o’clock,
the trade. so far as preseriptions were
conecerned, would be driven into the hands
of those chemists who lived on their pre-
mises. Al the present lime all chemis(s.
especially in Perth, kept open untl 10
o'clock, and the people had been accns-
tomed to that. As a rule doclors issued
Lheir prescripiions so that they could be
dispensed before the chemists closed. He
was not worrying aboul the chemisis so
niuel, but the public ought 1o be consid-
ered, and in considering the taking away
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of a facilily that had been enjoyed for
many vears, and one that appertained to
the healih of the public, the Committee
should lesitate and ponder as to whether
they were not doing an injury to the pub-
lic. He recognised that preseripiions
could he made up even if the shops were
closed at 7 o'clock, but then one had to
find the chemist on the premises, and the
majority of the chemists did not live on
the premises. The public had to be con-
sidered, and inasmueh as this was an in-
terference with the convenience of the
public he did not intend to support the
amendment of the member for Albany.
If necessary they could prohibit assist-
ants working after 6 o'clock and allow the
chemists to allend to the business from 6
o’clock onwards.

Amendment pnt and division talen
with the following result:—

Ayes . . .. 8
Noes - .. 34

Majorily against .. 20

AYud,
Mr. Dooley }  Mr. Prlce
Mr. GIll ! Mr. Swan
Mr. Green y Mr. Heftmann
Mr. Lander | (Teller).
Mr, Lewis

i

NoEs.
Mr. Allen Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Apgwin Mr. Moore
Mr. Bath Mr. Mullan.y
Mr. Bolton Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Broun Mr. A. E. Piesse
Mr. Collier Mr. A. N. Piesse
Mr. Dwyer Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Foley Mre. S. Stubbs
Mr. QGardiper Mr. Thomas
Mr. George Mr, Turvey
Mr. Harper Mr. Underwood
Mr. Hudson Mr. Walker
Mr. Johnson Mr. A. A. Wilson
Mr. Johnsion Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Layman Mr. Wisdom
Mr. Lefroy Mr. B. J. Stubbds
Mr, Male (Teller).
Mr. McDowall

Anmendment thos negatived.
Now clause put and passed.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.
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BILL—DWELLINGUP STATE HOTEL.
Blessage,

Message from His Excelleney the Gov-
ernor received and read recommending

the Bill.
Necond Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Seaddan) in
moving the second reading said :—The
Bill T have the honour to bring nnder the
notice of Lon, members is a very short
one, but notwithstanding that fact it is
an all important one. The question is
not one altogether of whether it is
advisable to establish State hotels so
much as whether it is advisable in
this partieular instance that the State
should undertake the establishment of
an  hotel at Dwellingnp where the
State already has its saw mill and will
eventually have business premises of all
descriptions, and will also provide the
residents in that distriet with homes, and,
generally speaking, will be a State-estab-
lished place. What we have to consider
therefore is whether it is desirable, under
these c¢irewmnstances, fo permit a private
individual ko come ulong and establish an
hotel there, against the wishes of the
people.

Mr. George : Can you prevent it ?

The PREMIER : A private individnal
lins been prevented up to date, but
we have had an opinion from the
Licensing Beneh that unless the State
expressed ils intention of establishing a
State hotel, eventnally they will have to
eonsider the desirability of giving a
zeneral license to a private individual.
Tnder those cirenmstances, we want the
House to awthorvise the Government to
establish a State botel there. The people
there have, by signing petitions, shown a
keen desive not only to prevent a private
individual from obtaining a license but
that the State should establish an hetel,
and, in accordance with their desire, we
have bheen eompelled, owing to the pro-
visions of ihe Licensing Aet preventing
us doing it otherwise, to bring down a
small hill to anthorise us to establish that
hotel.  Hon, members might be aware
of the faet that the Licensing Act pro-
vides for the submission of the question
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«f lieenses to the electors, that is, as to
whether they are in favour of the estab-
lishment of State hotels in a distriet, and
that all new licenses should be controlled
by the State, and the majority of the peo-
ple, and members too, thought that in the
event of it being earried by a majority it
was only necessary for the State to step
in and make an application for a license
when it would be granted. It may be the
unanimous wish of the people that the
Slate should undertake the establishment
of an hotel, but it could only be done
when the question had been cacried by a
majority in the district which was in
favour of an increase in the number of
licenses. In this ease, the people by a
majority decided against an increase in
‘the number of licenses in Lhat partieular
district, with the result that under the
Lieensing Act we are not yet able
to establish a  State hotel there,
vet, appavently, the Licensing Bench
conld permit the holder of a license
m that partienlar district, but some
distanee  away from this place, to
transfer his license lo the town from his
existing premises.  Thus we have the
position that the holder of a general
license in the distriet made an appliea-
tion to the Licensing Beneh for a general
ligense for premises ereected at Dwelling-
up, while at the some time the people
have almost unanimonsly expressed the
wish by petition that the State ghould
have its own hotel there. The Court, by
granting the transfer of a' license from
auother part of the distriet te that town,
would not be inereasing the number of
licenses in the distriet. The Court may,
and has already granted licenses where
it has not meant an increase in the total
number of licenses in the distriet.

Mr. George : What sort of a house has
this partieular person built at Dwelling-
up ?

The PREMIER : Very good premises ;
all brick, I believe. I have a photograph
of the premises here if members would
like to see it, and T may be eandid enough
to say thai this gentleman has offered
the premises (o the Governmeunt, and the
Government, if Parliament sanctions this
Bill, will viegotiate with the owner of the
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property with a view to purchase. If he
is reasonable in his demand, 1 think
it would pay the Government to secure
the premises, rather than build a new
one. At the same time, it is well to re-
member that we have n State mill that
can cut all the timber neeessary for the
erection of an hotel, and which will suil
all purposes very well, and, under those
circumstances, we will not pay for some-
thing that we do not obtain fair value
for. While this gentleman offered the
premises to the Government, he also
asked us to purchase the license which he
proposed to transfer from bhis existing
premises to Dwellingup, but as that was
really noihing at all, in faet 2 mere bit
of paper, aud he ssked a fair sam for it,
we considered it advisable that the State
should not take it.

Mr, George : Would it nol be well to
extingnish that license ?

The PREMIER : Probably the people
will decide that issne.

Afr. Frank Wilson @
thie existing license 9

The PREMIER : I think, ahout twenty
mifes.

My, Frank Wilson : The bench ought
not to transfer a license that distance.

The PREMIER: The beneh expressed
{he opinion that unless the State stepped
in and acceded to the wishes of the people
other applications wonld have to be taken
into eonsideration, We contended, there-
fore, that it would be better for the State
to establish an hotel. From an estimate
given hy those whe onght to knew, it ap-
pears that the life of the No, 2 Mill is put
down at {wenfy years, that of the No. 1
Mill at five years, that at Marrinup five
vears, that at Nanga-brook ten years, and
Holyoake alse ten years, so that the hotel
should serve the district for at least 15
years. Of course, we have no knowledge
of what may oceur in the future with re-
gard to the establishment of other indus-
tries in that distriet, and a general in-
crease perhaps of a permanent popula-
tion, whieh will make bhe hotel a perman-
ent place. Under those circumsiances, 1
ltave no hesitation in asking the Honse to
pass the meosare. By way of explana-
tion, while we stale in the Bill “Notwith-

How far away is
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standing anything contained in the Lieens-
ing Ael, 1911, io the eontrary, it shall be
lawful for the Colonial Treasurer to es-
tablish a State Hotel at Dwellingup and
to earry on by his authorised agent in
sueh hatel the trade and business of a
person holding a Publican’s General Li-
cense,” yet, it is our intention to apply
the provisions of the Licensing Aect in
every respect so far as the conduct of that
hotel is concerned, and, when the local
option poll takes place, to bring it under
its provisions. I want bon. members to
understand that I do not propose to re-
lieve the State hotel from the provisions
of the Licensing Aet in any respect.

My, Taylor: Will it stand on the same
footing with regard to the poll as every
other hotel?

The PREMIER: Yes, except in regard
to getting over the diffieulty where you
cannot establish a Siate hotel unless a
resolution has been passed which pro-
vides for an inerease and which was not
dotte in this case. I am assured by the
member for the distriet that the people

" there are practically unanimously in fav-
outr of the State hotel. T have, on the
file, a petition signed by over GO0 people
in its favour, anad there are still ofher
petitions being signed, but, as it was ur-
genfly neeessary that we shonld obtain ap-
proval for this Bill before the sitting of
the next Licensing Court, so as to notify
the bench of onr intentions, I did not
wait for the other petitions, whiech, T un-
derstand, are beinr prepaved. Under the
cireumstances, I hope the House will
agree to the second reading. I have plea-
sure in moving—

That the Bill be now read a second
thme,

Mr. FRAXK WILSBON (Sussex): T

do not know that I have any seri-
ous opposition to offer to the Bill
It did flash through my mind, at

first, that it was a rvisky undertaking
for the Governmenl to put up an hotel at
a timber station. My experience of tim-
ber stations is that, first of all, they are
better without hotels, and, secondly, when
the timber gets cut out the places die
dow.

Mvr, Cleorge: Waroona.

[ASSEMBLY.]

My, FRANK WILSON: Yes, Waroona,
where McDowall’s Mill was. This was cut
out, and it unltimately became a losing
proposition. I would mueh rather see the
Government establish a State Hotel in
some more promineni centre than Dwel-
lingup. If it is true that the bench have
the right to transfer a license, no matter
what disfances, in Western Australia, or
within a distriet, then I think the Aet re-
quives amending, I think it is absolutely
wrong that they should have the power to
transfer a license for a distance of 20
miles inh face of a vote given by the people

that no additional licenses should be
eranied.

The Minister for Mines: They have
done so. -

Mr, FRANK WILSON: T know they
ltave, I am finding it out now. They
transferred a license from Greenbushes
to Bovup Brook.

The Minister for Lands: They pro-
posed to transfer a license from Clack-
line to Hine’s Hill.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: I think it is
a wrong principle altogether. It seems
to me the fact that we may have future
industries established is a just ground for
consideration of the project; but what
are we likely to have in a district of this
sort in the Darling Ranges? Orchards
and, perhaps, some farming on a small
seale, Is it likely that the hotel which
the Government will establish there, pre-
sumably to acecommodate a population of
perhaps a thousand or &wo, will he a
financial suecess when the timber has been
cul out and the permanent population
reduced o those engaged in horficultwre
and agriculture?

The Attorney General:
know the huosiness think it is.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: Those who
know the business think it will be good
lo wet in now and sell out later on.

The Minister for Mines: It is not say-
ing very much for the good sense of the:
poor fellow whe comes in later.

AMr. FRANK WILSON: I have seen il
dozens of times; the poor fellows who-
come in think they have a good thing on,
that it is going to last for ever; then
presently they find that the timber is cut

Those who.
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«out, the population gone, and that they
themselves have lost their money. It
szeems to me the Government ought to be
very careful in spending money on this
establishment. Some day in the future
the establishment will have Lo depend on
the fruit-grower, and that elass of popu-
Jation is not likely to make a payable
proposition of a hotel such as I under-
stand it is the wish of the people of the
-distriet, and of the Government, to esiab-
lish there. T think the bench should be
reprimanded in gentle terms and in-
strueted wot to threaten the Governmment
that if they do not establish a State hotel
there, a license will be granted to a private
-applieant. The beneh should not put the
Government in that position. The Gov-
cernment themselves should be the initia-
‘tors in a movement of this sort, and should
not have the bench throwing it in their
‘throats that if thev do not invest publie
mouey in this bnsiness, which is objection-
-able to a great section of the community,
then the hench will allow some private
person te have a license.

My, George: Perhaps the alternative
“is sly grog selling.

My, FRANK WILSON: The hon.
memwber has had as much experience as
I of that partieular induostry, for, like
myself, he has been engaged in the tim-
‘ber trade, and he knows that the control
of sly grog selling is always troublesome
if the police do not take it earnestly in
“hand.

Mr. George: The establishment of a

. hotel is the hest way to check it.

Mr. FRANK WILSON: I do not know
that, for I have seen sly grog selling
flourish just as much after the establish-
ment of a hotel in a district as before.
"The only way to get hold of the sly grog
seller is through the police. I think, and
-coming from me it may be regarded as a
confession, that we have been somewhat
remiss in the matter of police protection
provided for these large timber centres.
‘T think we onght to endeavour to loecate
these sly erog sellers and punish them
‘to the nfmosst limits of the law, even to
‘their extermination. Now, as I have
said, I do not intend to oppose the mea-
-sure. I commend the Premier’s caution
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when he says he is negotiating with some-
one¢ who is putting up a big building at
Dwellingup. I hope he will not he forced
to consider any goodwill for a license,
which may or may not be transferred to
Dwellingup. If the building is good
enough for the Government, then let the
Government pay the value of the build-
ing and nothing else; let them not pay
s man for something which is not his to
sell,

Mr. PLOGHLEN (Forrest); I awm
pleased to note the reception aceorded to
the Bill. My object wow is merely to
sopplement the vemarks of the Premier,
who spoke of the proposed hotel as being
in my electovate.  The history of the
applications for private licenses may be
briefly traced. In the first place, a gentle-
man in the trade applied for a transfer
of a license from Waroona, in the
Wellington district, to Dwellingup, but
the beneh refused to give it, and on
appeal the Supreme Court upheld the
licensing hench in the contention that they
were nol empowered to make this trans-
fer. Later on there was an applieation
to the bench for a transfer of a license
from another part of the Forrest licensing
district, The desire of the applicant was
to transfer the license to Dwellingup, 20
miles away. The bench vefused the appli-
eaiion, I do not know whether the Gov-
ernment will be doing right if they call the
bench to book. This.is the position the
beneh took up: they said that the desire
of the people in the locality was for a
State hotel and that, failing the Siate
making an application, ike applicant
McNeil would be rewarded for his per-
sisiency in having applied three limes. 1
believe the bench have since intimated
that thai should not be taken as meaninye
that MeNeil would get the license; but at
least it was placed on record in the publie
Press that, failing the State making ap-
plication for o license, this private appli-
cant would be rewarded for his persisi-
ency. As the leader of the Opposilion
has pointed ount, the desire is not to have
too many hotels on timber stations. Per-
sons engaged n the timber industry ara
following a dangerouns avoeation and, con-

-gequently, they wamt iheir wils ahout
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them ai all times. When a local option
poll was taken recenily, owing to the fact
that not mueh publicity was given to the
event, a very small poll was recorded. For
instance, within a 10 mile radius of the
site of this proposed hotel 43 votes were
east in favour of an increase of licenses
and G0 votes against any increase. or a
total of 109 votes within a 10 mile radius.
Since then a petition bearing GO0 signa-
tares has been subwirted praying for the
establishment of a Stare hotel, and
another pelition is in cirenlation, the sig-
natures on which will bring the number
up io nearly 1,000, all asking for a State
hotel. The poll was eight to one in favour
of the Staie confrolling licenses in the
Forrest district; that being so there is no
reusoll why the State should not carvy out
the will of the people. Objection may he
put forward that by the provision in the
Bill we are over-riding a certain section
of the Licensing Aect, in that we propose
t0 override a loeal option poll. Bul, as T
bave pointed out, the local aption poll
was largely a farce. as only 109 persons
voted, whereas 8500 or 900 pevsons have
since affixed their signalures to petitions
praying for the establishment of a State
hotel. The position is a diffienlt, not to
say a dangerous one. To-day, so far as
the supply of liquor is concerned, we
bave people bawking liquor through that
district week in and week out, and we
have no power {o prevent it, provided
those persons ean produce an order for
the goods they supply. The thing is
easily done; a hotelkeeper sends up a
posteard with an order and the goods
come along. If (he police pounce on one
ol the ecarts the orders are there, even
though they be not genuine, with the
result that the police are powerless under
ihe exisiing laws 10 preveni the hawking
of liquor abount the timber stations. The
trader carrying on his business in an hote!,
and trying to give a fair deal to the
public, is placed at a disadvantage owing
to ihe fact hat these other persons are
illegally trading in inferior lignor. Last
year I pointed out that a stuff called
“pinky” was being distributed around
these timber cenires. sinff which wonld
send a man mad in the course of n few
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minutes. “Pinky” is being retailed there
to-day, and the only solution of the diffi-
eulty is the establishment of a State hotel.
As regards the life of the proposed hotel,
ihe leader of the Opposition has urged
caution on the score that the industry
nmay die in the course of a few years, and
that there would be no trade left Lo keep
Llie doors open. But the life of the Num-
ber 2 mill, with a capaecity of 70 loads per
dav, is estimated at 20 years, and the
location of the proposed hotel is in the
midst of a lownsite surveyed by the late
Government, a townsite of whiel every
block was sold. Even now I am moving
the Government to sorvey an additional
number of Dbloeks for people who are
eagerly awaiting them. TFurther than
Ihat, the policy of the present Minister
for Lands, like that of the late Minister
for Lands, is to encourage those people
who desire to settle on  small  holdings
along the brooks in close proximity lo
ihe town site of Dwellingup. I have fully
20 applications from people who desive
me (o move the department to make avail-
able 10-acre blocks, and, provided ths
forest ranger’s report is that there is no
macketable timber on those bloeks, in my
opinion every expedition should be showu
in making available these small areas
of land so as to enahle the applicanis
lo improve them and build up permanenl
liomes. Dwellingup is the jupetion for
Nanga Brook, a very important centre
wilh a population of something like 400.
The mails are earried across from Dwel-
lingup and a road is now being made
across the Munrray river so that the
traffic will not be interfered with through
io Nanga Brook. T have reports of engi-
necrs which may be worth while quoting,
and may be useful later on if Western
Australia ever goes in for the encourage-
meni of the tourisi business lo any ex-
tenl, These are the reports of the engi-
neers who have inspected the counfry be-
(ween Dwellingup and  Warooua wa
Nanga Brook. They say that there is no
finer couniry in Western Australia than
thvough the gorges of the Murray, and
that the whole disiance of something like
28 niles conlains the most nagnificeut
scenery to be found in the State; and they
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further place on record that if in the
fulure a tonrist drive s made (here, or
if encourvagement iz given in that diree-
tion, it will open up a reaily good district.
Further than that we have a good number
of settlers who have signed (he pelition
for the State hotel, and I sincerely hope
the Government will assist in getting the
building established. I do not say any-
thing about the purchase of the building
erected by the disappointed applicant, ex-
cept that from ecasval observation and
from going through the strueture it ap-
pears to me to be a very good huilding
and in a very good position. No doubt
the Minister will gel into communication
with this gentleman and probably the
gentleman will make an offer lo the Gov-
ernment—in fact I believe ke bas already
done so—but I believe he should not get
any more than a faiv thing; he shonld not
be compensated for his loss of time and
expense and the litigation he was involved
in in trying to get a license. If he is pre-
pared to give the building and the block
of land to the Government at a fair valua-
tion to he decided upon by a valuator
appointed by the Minister it will be a
good thing for the State to take it, but
if he waunls io exiract too much from the
State, if he asks for more than is a fair
thing for the building and the land which
iz adjacent le il, then I wonld urge the
Govermment to immediately start with the
erection of a building of their own. We
have the Staie sawmill furning out timber
wiihin five chains from the site of this
proposed hotel, and for that reason I be-
lieve we conld put up a very serviceable
hotel, and one that would last many years,
at very little cost Lo the State.  What
struck ine when the petilion was for-
warded along was that there were 800 or
D00 men signed it within a radius of ten
miles, and they zave reasons why a State
hotel should be established instead of »
private hotel. ‘These are the reasous they
sef out—

1, That at the present (ime a large
quantity of drink of a very doubtful
guality is being consumed in the dis-
triet. 2, That the timber industry is a
most dangerous one and where many
lives depend on the action of one man
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il is esseniial that the sale of liquor
he placed under the best of supervision
in order to safeguard the lives and
lealil of the men. 3, We are eonvinced
that a Slate hotel is highly preferable
to the sly-grog evils of prohibition or
the indiscrimingte sales of doubtful
liquor by a private licensee, and is
therefore the only solution of the evils
of the drink traffic. i

Hon. H. B. Lefroy: What is the popu-
lation within a ten miles radius?

Mr. LOGHLEN: Pretiy well a thou-
sand adulis. We have on the one hand
the Marvinup wmill operated by Millars’
Karvi & Jarrah Company; a mile and a
half away we have the ficst State mill,
and four miles further ouf the second
State mill; one and a half miles away the
Collie Co-opevative Hewers’ Society is
situated, and T suppose there is a popula-
tion of 700 there; also we have 120 hew-
ers working for the Public Works De-
partment within half a mile of the pro-
posed site. In fact I think my estimate is
altogether oo small. On reflection, see-
ing that Nanga Brook is within the radivs,
it would run to 1,400. I have no hesita-
tion in saying that if this license were
offered for sale hy the Government we
would get £5,(0. T have friends through-
out the country who want to go in {or the
liqguor trade, one or two of them, and I
believe that if the license were offered to-
morrow we would have no difficulty in
wetting £4,000 or £5,000. T believe the
license would be worth all that to the pri-
vate individual. I have ne personal ani-
mosity against the man who has been
applying for a license, though I believe
he thinks I have. I hardly know him. ¥
do not care one iota what his views of the
position may be. The position I have
taken up since I have come into the
House, and the posilion T have adopled
with those persons who have consulied
mE, and T have been censured by many,
is that inimediately a license 1s granfed it
is worth £4,000 or £5,000 {o fthe wman
lueky enongh to gel it, and T say that il
is not right that the State should make
a present of £4,000 or £5,000 to any man,
even if it were my own brother. For
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ihat reason [ have presented the pelition
for a Siate hotel. T asked those in the
slisiriet to please themselves whether they
signed if or not. I ean say that there are
hardly a dozen people in the ten-nile
radins who vefused to sign il. For that
reason 1 do not think T need anticipate
any opposiiion in this Chamber, and I
sincerely hope the Bill will not receive
oppoesition in the other Chamber; and
when the hotel is established it will pro-
vide aecommodation sadlv needed at the
present time, [L1is certainly not the fune-
fion of the State to enconvrage the sale
of lcuor or the bhuilding of huge profits,
But T believe huge profits will he earned
by this hofel for the next ten or fifteen
years. At least it will pay for ifseclf sev-
eral times over, My advoecacey of Slale
hotels is not to go i for huge profils; it
its to have coutrol over the liquor sold
and in order to get proper supervision
that we advocate Siate hotels, and meet
with the opposition not only of nen in
the lignor trade, but of ardent temperance
reformers as well, becanse the laiter point
out time and again that our object is to
make them shareholders in a traffie they
detest. 1 would point ount, however, that
they are shareholders now in this trade,
because the money the Siate derives from
licensing fees and the liquor trade gener-
ally 1s heing participated in by them or
s betug spent in directions from which
the ardent drinkers as well as temperance
reformers henefit. 1 recognise that, no
matter how we lerislate against the higquor
traffie, people are going to drink as long
as the world goes on. We have at Dwel-
lingnp several hundred men engaged in
the timber indnsiry., They are men whoe
earn good money, and they are big spend-
ers. They are a fine body of men physie-
ally and they are able to earn higher
wages possibly than other men. They are
the most independent men in the world
aitd earn hiz money and spend it freely.
Al T want is that the State should estab-
lish this hotel instead of a private person,
50 that a hewer or resident in the districet,
no matter who he may be, may know that
he is getting some benefit or some advan-
fage from the money he spends in gefting
the profit haek in an indirect way.
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Member: There will be a guarantee
of =zood grog.

Mr. OLOGHLEN: 1 believe that with
the State hote! we will liave not only
#ood orog bunt better supervision. Par-
ticularly in the agrienltural centres to-day
no matter how far gone a poor devil may
he, =0 long as he is able to stand up at
the bar and ask for a drink, and as long
a3 he lhas the money to pay for it. he is
able to et it. T am sorry to have to
make fhis indiciment against the liquor
traffie, but still it is the fact to-day. One
advantoge of o State hotel is that once a
man shows he has had too mueh liguor,
the manager will be justified in refusing
1o give him more. Tf it were possible I
would like.to 20 farther than this Bill and
move that the profits, if any, should be
earmarked for a specific purpose, that is,
instead of putling the profits into the
consolidated revenue they should be ear-
marked for the purpese of the hospitals
or an orphanage in the distriet. I think
it would be a good thing. There are in the
licensing district four or five hospitals
receiving  Government assistance—small
assistanee T admit, They are doing their
best to provide for the people who are
injured and sick in the locality. Tf we
had some system of earmarking the pro-
fits from the Siate hotel in the direction
I have indicated it would relieve the Gov-
erningnt of giving these special grants.
Tf the publie would be willing to allow the
profits to he utilised in the district for this
purpose I am sure that the members of
the hospital committees would fall in and
not ask for a penny more. However, that
is another matier. 1 wonld like to he able
to earry that provision, but I shall be
satisfied if we get the Bill passed and the
hotel established, because I understand
that the only solution of the evils of the
liquor traffiec rampant in that district for
the past lwo or three years. and rampant
to-day, is the establishment of a State
hotel eonducied on good sonnd lines. T
believe it will pay for itself ten times over
and be of lasting good to the people we
hepe it will benefit. I therefore bope the
Bill will have a speedy passage.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.50 p.m.
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Mr. GEORGE (Murray-Wellingfon) :
T rise to say, in conneeclion with this mat-
ler, that I can agree with nearly all that
the memher for Forrest has stated. I
know theve is a big population iv this dis-
triet, and T know where there is a lorge
population there is bound to he a pretty
big drink bill. Unless either the house be
licensed in the ordinary way or the Gov-
ernment institute a licensed honse there
on their own, sly grog-selling must pre-
vail.. [ know where sly-grog selling does
prevail bad liquor, not only bad as regards
the quality, but also as regards the gqnan-
lity, is there, and a mmeh larger quantity
is consumed than can be got in the ordin-
ary way. The hon. member for Forrest
spoke about orders being supplied: T ean
endorse all he said about that. T have seen
the order forms and know thal thev are
filled up, and the orders sup.plied,; just in
the way that ovders for food nv biewd ave.
As far ag the building is coneerned, it was
put up for an hotel by My, McNeil. who
has a number of licenses in the Mnrray-
Wellingion distriet. He went to consider-
ahle expense in building the hotel—it is
a large honse, well put up—and if the
Government, on the terms they state, and
the conditions mentioned, can aequire that
hailding, it will be a very fair thing te
do.

The AHorney General: Negolations for
the purchase are going on.

Ma. GLEORGE: There is no doubt in
my mind—I brought the matter before the
late Government—that Mr. MecNeil was
enconraged to put up a building on the
undersianding that he wounld be allowed
to transfer the license; he has had sev-
eral trials to do so, and has bheen de-
feated. He acknowledges his defeat, and
the fact that the licensing bench has given
se emphatic an opinion thal the hote!
shoild be established by the Government,
or, failing that. they wounld consider the
eranting of the license, I thiak, is suffi-
ciem warrant for the Bill heing hrought
forward. So far as the payment for the
transfer of the license is coneerned, 1 do
nat Ikini. that ean seriously be put for-

ward, beeanse if a transfer of a license -

has boen refused several timez the value
is of very little use, and is of no valne to
tle CGovernment. The position iz siraply
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this; that there is a large population at
thig ventre. 'Ihe hon. member was rather
modest in his eslimate of the population
to be served: be said there wera just over
a thousand persons; I think, men, women
and ehildren there are about 2,500 or
3,000 people in and about that neighbour-
hood, and, as far as the lasting nature of
the indusiry is eoncerned, to put not too
optimistic an estimate wpon it, the timber
will be good there for the next 15 or 20

years, and in very cousiderable quantities: -~ -

I base my view on this point: the Jarrab-
dale (imber station which started in 1872,
was suppozed Lo be nearly cut out in 1890,
but it is going on strong to-day, and turn-
ing out more timber than was ever turned
out in its exisltence before. I am of opin-
ton that many of {he forests which are
supposed to cut out in a comparvatively few
vears, have more life in them than those
who make the estimate consider. Apart
from that, this hotel will be on the main
vond to Marradong, a road that has a fair
amount of traffic upon it for the transfer
of sioek, and there is no aceormmodation
wlatever belween the place and Pinjarra,
some 30 or 40 miles away There is the
railway, of eourse, bnt accommodation is
not rerquired in that respeet. It is true,
all along that range there ave hundreds of
gullies containing some of the most fertile
land thal one eounld wish to settle upon.
There are possibilities for small mixed
farming and orehard work, and these
rossibilities are practically unlimited. T
am of opinion that many sleeper men and
timber men, as they get older, will settle
down in little holdings, and there they will
be far life, and their childven after them,
as ean be seen in the old Jarrahdale dis-
triect. Even the total abstainers should
sapport a matter of this sort, and thus
keep in check what is going on at pres-
ent, grog being supplied all round the
shop, and that “pinky” stuff that the mem-
bher for Forrest spoke about. One letter
which I got from a man expressed it in
this way, “The drink is——, and to want
it is worse.”

Mr., MITCHELL (Northam) : T
would just like {o say that T helieve it
will be a good thing for the Siate iF rhe
freehold of every hotel in Western Aus-

\
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tralia belouged to the Crown. My poliey
has always been to prevent the building
of hotels in any new townships. In this
industrial centre I fought against an hotel
being established, but, if hotels are to be
built in the future, I hope they will be
built by the State. I do not care if they
are in the metropolitan area or in coun-
try towns, or in industrial centres; if
hotels are to be builf, they should bhe
! State-owned. I do not say they shonid

& hin Dy the State, but 1t would be much
hetier if they were leased by the State.
The Siate would probably get a larger
profit if they were owned privately., I
hope the policy which was established
by the late Government will be continned
by the present Minister for Lands and
snpported by the present Government.
There is a dangerous precedent, however,
in this Bill. The people of this distriet
voled against any increased licenses heing
aranted in the district. It is all very
well to say that 100 people voied within
10 miles of this centre. That may be true,
I think there are 100 adult people in that
disiriet to-day, but it iz establishing a
dangerous precedent if, affer a vote has
been taken and the people have decided
that no further licenses shall be zranted,
and no further hotels erected, it is a
dangerons thing if in consequenee of a
mere petition sent in—mno doubt, in this
ease it was quite honest on the part of the
pecple who lived there, but petitions may
not always be honestly sent in—it will
be establishing a dangerous precedent if
thd Government zo behind the will of the
people set it aside and establish an hotel.

The Minister for Lands: The petition
only bore out the vote of the people, in
favour of Slate hoiels.

Mr. MITCHEIL: The majority of the
reople voted against an increase in the
number of hotels within 10 miles of Dwel-
lingup.

The Minister for Lands: Against an
increase, bul in favonr of Stale hotels.

Mr. MITCHELL: That question was
Jot put.

The Premier: There were nore nanies
on the petition than voles against in-
ereases in the Forrest Eleetoral Distriet.
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Mr. MITCHELL: TUnder the law, a
vote has beén taken, and it has been de-
termined that no furiher inerease in li-
venses shall be made, but the Govern-
ment set aside that decision. It may be
irue 1hat the people decided therve should
e State hotels, if hotels there musi he,
but the tGovermment are eslablishing a
dangerons precedent in sefting azide a
vote which has been taken in aecordance
with the law of the land, If the Govern-
ment c¢an do this in one ecase, there is
nothing io prevent them doing it in all
cases. It is no light thing lo sel aside
Ihe determination of the people.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Would your Govern-
ment have rvefrained from establishing
a Stote hotel, if it was desired by the
[eople?

Mr. MITCHELL: As far as T am eon-
cerned, I should never have put up a
State hotel in Dwellingup, or in any in-
dustrial eentre.

Mr. O’Loghlen: But if the people de-
cided in favour of State ownership, would
vour Government have put up an hotel?

Mr, MITCHELL: If the people had
decided on an increase, I shonld bLave
used my influence to get the Government
to build. At Bulliineh, it was decided
that the hotel should revert to the State
after a cerfain period had elapsed, and
at Bullfineh the freehold veverts to the
Crown, and there is an ingoing of £3,000
to each hotel. The hon. member has said
that at Dwellingup there is a great num-
ber of young men engaged in a dangerous
industry; these men are physically very
fit indeed, or they would not be engaged
in that industry, and I think it would be
well, in industrial centres, where the avo-
cation is more or less dangerous, and
wherg the centre is more or less fem-
porary, to have no licensed premises. The
member for the distriet has told us that
the people there get the drink just as
readily now by order from an hotel within
14 or 15 miles from the dis(rict as if the
hotel was licensed on the spof. I hope
there will be sufficient police protection
stationed at this place, and I hope the
management will be such that drunken-
ness will be impossible at Dwellingup. It
is imperative, where we have an industry



such as the timber industry, and where
the work is of a dangerous nature, that
drink should not he obtainable. In re-
gard to this hotel, the Governmeni, I
think, have acted wisely in selecting
Dwellingup, if they want a paving pro-
position. I bélieve, unfortunately 1 say
it, that it will be a paying proposition.
Tt is better that the State should have it
than that Mr. McNeil should be allowed
to transfer the license, This is a magni-
ficent timber centre, and there is good
land there, and there will be a permanent,
settlement once settlement takes place on
the land. I have nothing to say against
the selection of the site; my only regret
is that it has heen thought wise to set
up this precedent of establishing an hotel
after the people voted against an increase
of licenses, and T express my regret that
the hotel is fo be established at this in-
dustrial centre. Notwithstanding the in-
terjection of the hon. member who re-
presents this place, I am opposed to the
establishment and opening of hotels
where we have gathered together a num-
ber of voung men who do not need hotel
accommodation because all of them have
their homes where they certainly could
do very well without liquor at all. My
only idea in rising was to protest in a
small way against the Government taking
the law into their own hands in defiance
of the wishes of thepeople.

Mr, Underwood: It is pleasant to know
that yon have an idea.

Mr. MITCHELL: It would be diffi-
enlt to persuade the House that the hon.
member has an idea; he may borrow a
few from the Bulletin or some other
authority he admires, but beyond that he

~has never shown in this Honse that he
i’ possesses an idea of the smallest des-
eription. However, since the Goverument
have decided on establishing a hotel here,
I am glad that it will be econdueted by
the Government.

Mr. LANDER (Fast Perth): I am
very pleased that the Government have
introdneed ihis Bill, which is a step in
the right direction. As one who has trav-
elled amongst the timber mills for about 17
years, I am gratified to see that the Gov-
ernment are taking aetion against the evil
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of sly grog selling amongst the eamps.
On many occastons I have appealed
through the Press and to the Government
for action to be tnken in counection with
this evil and if ever there wns a place
where a State hotel was necessary, Dwel-
lingup is the place. There cannot be many
short of 3,000 adults residing within a
few miles of the mills and there is searcely
a place in the timber aveas without slv
grog camps. In one place a eart load
of grog. or some decoction-—it is hard to
give it a name—is brought to the camp
and there iz a lady wth the eart; and
when it arvives where the jarrah jerkers
are working they fire a gun. Now what
is that for? T am sorry that the late Gov-
ernment did not take the same precantion
as the present Government are taking, es-
pecially in the agricoltural districts. The
member for Northam expresses his sym-
pathy with the timber workers in the mat-
ter of the drink traffie, but let him ge into
ihe agrieultural districts where he will
see the settlers putting farms down their
necks. There is no difference between the
timber workers and the agrieultural popuo-
lation, they both live under the snme con-
ditions. T have been at a place where on
Snnday a man is to he seen tossing a
kippy in one hand, and (wo bottles of
liquor in his pockef, for which he is ehar-
ging 6. a dvink, I hope that this hotel
will be established and run on Govern-
ment lines, not for the sake of mere boodle
and not for the sake of having drinking
shops such as there are in many places at
present. A State hotel will supply pure
drink which will be fit for those who buy
it, and not, as it is now, to nse a vulgav
term, sheet lightning. In some places the
quality of the drink is such that men,
afrer having two drinks, come oul of the
hotel in a dangerous state, but ean action
be taken? No. There is a deaf ear turned
to them when they attempt to {ake any
action. I have asked the police on oc-
ensions to visit places where I knew the
drink was eronk, bnt they have replied
“No, we ave visiting far enough already.”
I am glad to support the Government
who are honest enough to initiate what
they promised hefore the elections, and

are not like the late Govermment, who
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were #afraid ro initinte a means of dealing
with this evil. T hope that the Government
will not only tackle {he guestion of State
control of the linuor traffic amongst the
timher mills, but wiil also tackle the agri-
euflural distriets.

Mr. FOLEY (Mount Lecnora): As
one who vepresents a distriet having faeili-
ties to judee the merils of the State con-
trol of the drink traflie, T wish to sup-
port the Bill in every way. After listen-
ing to the member for Forrest T am sure
every hon. member must be seized with
the faet that the drink evil as il exists
in these centres vequires to be grappled
with.

Mr, Underwood; Is drink an evil?

Mr. FOLEY: Yes. [ believe if a State
liotel is established at Dwellingup it will
not only be good for the people of Dwel-
lingup but for the State genevally. My
reasons arve these: 1 believe that the
zood which we all wish to see acerue from
the State conivol of liguor will never
acerue unless the State has complete con-
trol, and therefore T would be against the
State building hotels and leasing them to
|:rivate people, as was suggesied by the
member for Novtham. In all these dis-
triels where hotels are situated—I am
speaking especially of the goldiields, of
whieh I have more knowledge—the posi-
tion is that hotelkeepers ahound, they
have to keep a great staff of servants,
and the compelition amongst them is so
lkeen that the man buying liquor is not
only served with as much as will do him
wood, but as much as his money will buy.

My, Underwood: If deink is an evil
liow is it going to do him good?

Mr. 'OLEY: I did not say it was
zoing to do him good, but 1 hope that if
a Siate hotel is bult at Dwellingup it
will be conducted on lines ihai will not
allow of a man being supplied with suffi-
cient drink to affect his health in any
way. Several members have spoken as to
the evil of the shanties. A wan caunof
shut his eyes lo the faet that if a State
hotel is built and run by the State, as 1
hiope this one will be, it is the duty of
Parliament, if nol now at least at some
later date, to take inlo consideration means
whereby the evil of the shanlies ran be
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grappled with. If a law is brought in so
that oll the legitimate revenne of a hotel
will aeerue to that hotel. and provision is
made for ihe use, but not ihe abuse, of
liguor. we will be doing a lot of good.
So far as ihe State holel at Gwalia is
coucerned, it is conducted as nearly as
possible in conformity with the Licensing
Act. I do not say that if is conducted up
io the full standard required by the Aet,
bat [ say it is the duty of the State,
when establishing an hotel, to build it not
only for those who drink beer and spirits,
but also as an aceommodation house
for those who are going to use it
With all due deference to the present man-
ager of the Staie hotel at Gwalia, T must
say that the man who goes into that hotel
s an intruder in all places except the bar.
The price that is put on the acecommoda-
tion in that place is beyond the scope of
any working man; this should not be so.
and if this Staie hotel is built at Dwel-
lingup it will be built for a certain class
of men, principally timber hewers, who
have to work hard for their living, and it
will be the duty of the management to
put a price on the accommodation within
the range of those men using it. In this
way they will be doing a greater amount
of good than the Ciwalia hoiel is doing al
the present time. I do unot take intoxi-
cants myself, but one thing that ean be
said in favour of the State hotel is that
there is an almest unanimous verdiet that
in sueh a place the patrons arve supplied
with good liguor, Some of us were hav-
ing a look round Claremont asylom yes-
terday and Dr. Monigomery told us that
from the one distriet of Wagin no less
than seven cases hud been sent to the
asylum within a fortnight. Dr. Mont-
gomery Lhought that seven men coming
from a small place like Wagin was a
had proportion, and that it was unfair to
Wagin. Af his instance a health inspec-
tor was sent there with a police officer
and they found that the ecause of these
men being senl to the asylum was the bad
drink heing sold in the distriet. The
doctor also informed us ihat he received
a police report shortly afierwards thal
the gentlemen who caused these seven
men fo be residenis of the Claremont asy-
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lum are now m His Majesty’s boarding
house.

Mr. George:
election,

Mr, FOLEY: Before the last election
I had an opportunity of visiling one
place. There was a shanly keeper ihers,
and the police visited the place on one
occasion to see what they eould do in
the way of stopping the sly grog (rafiie.
It is a remarkable thing that whenever
the police visit the plaee there is nothing
to Dbe seen. On this occasion the police
sald—*“We do not mind vou selling the
stuff you get by Lhe train but we bar the
stuff yon make yourselves.” It is the
stufl they male themselves that is doing
all the harm. By the iniroduction of the
State hotel system, ahd the running of
hotels on proper lines, a great deal of
good will be done for the people generally,
and I have great pleasure in supporiing
this Bill for the establishment of a State
hotel at Dwellingup,

Mr. HARPER (Pingelly): I rise to
oppose the granting of a license either to
a State hotel or a privately-owned hotel.
Every member who has spoken has re-
ferred to this as being purely a drinking
hotel, and if it is a drinking hotel it ought
to be opposed by every right thinking
member of the House. The establishing
of a hotel in an industrial distriet like
this is only giving encouragement o men
who are earning a living there to drink;
every inducement is being held out to
these men to drink. It has been
advocated by the member for Forrest
that the men are of pgood physique
and earn good wages, and for that
reason the hotel will pay well, because
they are all good drinkprs. I would say
that that would be very damaging evidenece
in an Arbitration Court. This hotel will
be a menace to the employers and em-
ployees, and I ecannot understand why
it is advocated so strongly, in view of
the referendum which was taken, the vote
in eonnection with which was something
like four to one. There were 4,000 in
Woestern Ausiralia who voted in favour of
additional HKeenses, while 17,000 voted
against additional licenses and a large
majority voted against State hotels.

That is sinee the last

ol

The Miinster for Mines: Will you
posed to new licenses?
Mr. HARPER: Yes.

The Minister for Mines : Will youn

close down one or iwo of ihe hotels you
have?

IIr. HARPER: There is only gne hotel
I am interested in and that is the Es-
planade. It is purely an hotel for ac-
commodating the publie, and an hotel of
that deseription is necessary. I strongly
oppose and always will oppose the grant-
ing of licenses for hotels which will be re-
quired for drinking purposes only. This
one will be a purely drinking hotel and
every inducemenl will he held out to the
men working there to patronise it beeause
they will be told that they can get good
drink there and plenty of it. Aen earn-
ing their living by the sweat of their
brow should not be eneouraged to drink,
and I repeat that this will be a menace to
both the employees and the employers.

Mr. O'Loghlern: What about the peti-
tion which has been signed?

Mr. HARPER: That is what T am
surprised at, especially when we remember
that only 60 people voted against the
granting of licenses there and 40 in fav-
our, and the Government in view of that
are hringing in a Bill to establich an hotel
there. If the Government desire to ereet
an hotel there they ought to submit the
proposal to the people for their vote. Tt
speaks volumes for the energy of the per-
son who took this petition round when we
find that 600 people attached their names
to it. I think the eanvasser must have
had great personal influence, and I ven-
tuve to say that if another petition was
taken round against the proposed hotel,
the same number of signatures would be
obtained to it.

ALr. O'Loghlen: T am net a bettinr man
but T would like to lay twenty to ome
about, it.

Mr. HARPER: It would be rather a
big task for me to take it on but that is
my opinion, and T really think it wonld
be a serious mistake to grant a license for
sueh a district. T eannot understand the
member for Forrest saying that he is dis-
appointed with the hotels along the Great
Southern line. T have travelled a great
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deal aboul tiose districls and I have al-
ways expressed my admiration for the
accommodation provided and the low tariff
charged.

Mr. O’Loghlen: I did not say the Greal
Southern line,

Mr. HARPER: The hon. member per-
haps eaid the agricultural distriets, and
those along the Cireat Sonthern are the
chief agrieullural distriets of the State.
I know that in my own electorate there are
some botels T am very proud of. There
is one in partieular in the distriet, the
policeman in chavge of which is 12 miles
away from the hotel, and that hotel is
carried on according to the licensing laws,
and it is closed every pight at 11 o’clock.
T am only expressing the opinion of many
iravellers when I say that hotel accom-
modation on the Great Southern line and
at places like Northam and York is cer-
tainly a eredit to the people whe provide
it. T am rather surprised also to fird
that women signed their names in favour
of the establishment of the hotel.

AMr. ’Loghlen: It showed their intelli-
genee.

Mr. HARPER: T do nof think it shows
their intellizence, T rather think that it
s against their intelligence, Tt is not de-
sirable in the hests interests of the place
that a license should be granted in the
distriet. Some strange reasons have heen
advanced in favour of the granting of this
license, and one in particular is that be-
canse men are earning good wages they
make good drinkers, and that in conse-
anence the hotel would pay well, and an-
other iz hecanse men are in a good condi-
tion physieally this hotel should he estab-
liched ihbere. T do not eare what anvone's
views are on the question, mine ave that
hotel leenses should not be granted unless
the premises are requived to supply ac-
eommodation. T strongly oppose a license
heing granted to an hotel which will be re-
quired solely for drinking purposes, and
it has heen elearly shown in this ease that
the hotel at Dwellingup will be for drink-
ingn purposes and for that reason I op-
pose it. We have heard a great deal
ahout “pinky” and slv grog shops. This
is 2 matter which is in the hands of the
Government and shonld be put down at
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all coslz. No one wanls In see liese sly
rrog shops flourishing.

Mr. Lander: Your Government did not
attempt to put them down.

Mr HARPER:T am not saving whether
ihe late Government were at fault or not.
[ am expressing my own opinion and I
think T am entitled to do so. I say that
fheze places should be put down, becanse
as menlioned by several hon. members
they are a disgrace to Western Australia,
and T am sorry to hear sueh reports with
regard to them as have been made in this
Chamber. .I do not speak from experi-
ence because I have not been to these
places.

Mr. Lander:
eoldfields?

Mr. HARPER: Ves.

Mr. Lander: What about the sly grog
shops at Golden Gate and around theve?

The Minister for Mines: The hon.
memher only moves in champagne circles.

My. HARPER: They do not drink
much champagne on the goldfields now.
T repent thai these sly zrog shops should
he put down with a strong hand and I am
strongly opposed to the granting of any
new license,

Mr. TAYLOR : Notwithstanding the
argument advanced against the Bill hy
the hon, member T am determined to snp-
port it. We on this side of the House
have for many years held that the con-
tro! of the liquor traffie should be in the
hands of the State. We formed that
opinion in the times when State hotels
were untried in Western Australia ov in-
deed in any part of Australia, but since
we have had the experience of the Stale
hotel at Gwalia there are now a great
number of people in favour of State enn-
trol, people who a few years ago were in
opposition to it. As one who was directly
instrumental in bringing about that State
hotel when T had the hononr to repre-
sent that portion of Western Australia,
I might say that the then Premier. Sir
Walter James, and the then Minister for
Lands, the late Dr. Jameson. both men
with advanced ideas, reeeived the pro-
position with favour when it was puf
before them. At that time the Chair-
man of the Licensing Bench in that dis-

Have you been to the
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trict held strong views on the granting
of licenses on the goldfields, and made it
one of the first conditions before grant-
ing a license that a palatial building had
to be erected, and notwithstanding that
the people were prepared to build an ex-
cellent place at Gwalia the license was
refused at many sittings of the Licen-
sing Court. At last it became impos-
sible for the Bench to continue to refnse
the license, and the then Mayor of Leo-
nora conceived the brilliant idea that if
the State would grant the municipality
the license the mumieipality would erect
the hotel and thereby reduce the rates
and taxes of the town. The position was
put to the then Premier in that form, and
I urged ihen, and a record of what (ook
place will be found in the newspapers,
that if a lieense had to be granted it
should be pgranted to the State
and not to any individual. The late Dr.
Jameson and the then Premier fell in
with that view and the State hotel was
built. The same trouble cropped up then
about the building and the State was
compelled to evect one which eost a greal

deal more than it shonld have
done to snit the reguirements of
that  distriet, but mnotwithsfanding
the heavy capital expenditure it

lias been of great advantage to the
State and to the community of Gwalia,
and has paid handsomely.

Mr. Dwyer : The Arbitration Court
said it was run at a loss.

Mr. TAYLOR: It hasbeen a huge sne-
cess from a finaneial point of view, and
. sueeess in the distriet becanse of the
good liquor that the people have heen
able to obtain there. The eonduct of the
hotel also hias been exeellent, and I know
that it is absolutely impossible to get re-
freshments between 11 o’clock on Satur-
day night and 6 o’clock on Monday morn-
ing. There is no necessity for the police
to wateh tha place and there is no one at
the door to inquire whelher or not a per-
sou is a bona-fide traveller. This shows
that the house is only conducted for the
.convenience of the people and not as a
money-making concern. Only the best
brand of liquors is proeurable as well
a8 the best brand of wines. 1 hope that
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thal, will obti at the instiintion at
Pwellingup, and 1T am sore that the ex-
perience of Gwalia, namely, that the sob-
riety of that tows stands higher than it
did ten years ago, hefore the hotel was
built, will be repeated at Dwellingup.

My. Foley : That is fquite right.

M. PTAYLOR : When I visited the
place twelve wonths after the hotel was
built I was struek with the diffecent ni-
mospheire there.  Before the hotel was
built there was an illieit traffie going on
in all directions, but veow it is quite
different, and the people are satisfied that
they can get good liquor and good treat-
ment. I must also say in support of the
argument vsed by the member for For-
rest that so far as the aceommodation
and the tariffi of the State hotel is
eoncerned, it is above the rate for the or-
dinary workman at 1%s. a day, and I
think it is too mueh for the man who
goes Lo Gwalia in search of work to pay.
As far as the liquor is eoilcerned they ean
please themselves whether they purchase
or not, but they must purchase the neces-
savies of life in the way of food supplies,
and these should he within their reach.
Several arguments have heen urged
against this proposition. The unfortun-
ate part of the position is that, accord-
ing to the Licensing Aect, the Govern-
ment have to come down with a Bill of
this character. The Licensing Aet should
provide that the Government may apply
for a leense in any part of the Staie
without having to bring down a Bill to
Parliament.

Mr. Nanson: There is nothing to pre-
vent it. What is bloeking it in this in-
stance is the faet that you have a loesl
option vote declaring against inerease of
licenses.

Mr. TAYLOR: A loeal option vote in
which 109 people took part, in a distriet
in which, on the lowest estimate, there
are 1,000 voters; and of these we have
already a petition signed by 600 in favour
of the State hotel, while the member for
the distriet says that before many days
we will have another petition, hringing
the number of signatures up to 1,000 ox
more. I think this admirable justifieation
for the bringing down of the Bill.
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Ay, O'Loghlen: The very people whe
voted against the inerease of licenses
have signed the petition; they thought
that the license was to be granted to a
private person.

Mr. TAYLOR: Yes, I understand their
desive is for a State hotel.

The Premier: Had they voted for an
increase, the license would have been
granted to a private person.

Mr. TAYLOR: Well, I hope the Bill
will pass and become law, and that the
Giovernment will make the speediest pro-
oress in the establishment of the hotel.
No doubt the Government will be able to
purcliase the structure already erected, so
that there will be no delay in meeting the
requirements of the distriet. The gentle-
man who built the hotel and failed to get
a license will, if wise, dispose of the
straciure to the Government at a reason-
able price. I know that the Government
would not take advantage of an unfortu-
nate individual on the score of his posi-
tion as the owner of a house whieh at the
present moment is practically of no value
to him, I hope the prosperity of the
district, and the big wages earned, will not
tend to heavy drinking. Unfortunately
in all parts of Australia I have visited
where big wapes are earned and there
is money to be spent, Ausiralians, being
natarally convivial, ask their friends to
eome in and have one, with the result that
Trequently they have too many. However,
in an hotel of this deseription there wild
be no iccentlve lo anyone fo encourage
drinking. It will be of no advantage to
{he manager to show hig profils, and I
hope that men who have had liquor
enough will not be served with any morve.
Whatever may be said to the contrary,
if the Bill is passed and the hotel
established, it will be a safeguard against
those evils of which we have heard some-
thing te-night.

Mr. A. N. PIESSE (Toodyay): Al-
though not opposed to the principle of
the State hotel, I find it diffieult to under-
stand why the Premier has brought down
the Bill. From his own remarks we have
learned that the principal Aect is against
the State applying for a provisional certi-
ficale.  From what we have heard this
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afterngon if see.us pretty ocw. wnat the
prineiple of State hotels is fairly popular
with hon. members, and it is only reason-
able to assume that this will not be tha
last hotel for which the Government will
seek authority. This being so I would
like to learn .from the Premier why the
principal Aet should not be amended so
that the State conld be placed on the same
footing as a private individeal in regard
to the establishment of State hotels, If
anthouity is given to construet the hotel 1
lope every precaution will be taken ta
ensure that the bunilding is so designed
that the liquor part of the enterprise will
he quite distinet and separate from the
dwelling part of the hotel. In travelling
nbout the distriets one frequently sees
hotels which are more than half bars, the
accommeodation being sacrificed fo the sale
of liquor. That is not desirable. The
liguor should he a secondary econsidera-
tion. I ‘hope that before the purchase of
the new building is completed it will be
definitely ascertained that the structure
is in every way suitable for the purpose.
The local opiion fizures mentioned by the
Premier are scarcely of much worth, be-
cause in the one distriet we have the peo-
ple voting strongly against the inerease of
licenses, while, immediately afterwards.
they vote that all new licenses should be
held by the State. It serves to show that
the voters did not clearly understand the
question.

The Premier: Those who voled #No in-
crease” did noft know until the vote was
counted whether the majority would be
against new licenses, and by their seeond
vote they merely provided as aun alterna-
tive that if there were to be any new
licenses they should be Stale-owned.

Mr. A, N. PIESSE: It is evident, to
my mind, that the people did not grasp
the gueslion,

The Premier: The people were right
and, for once, you are wrong.

Mr. A. N. PIESSE: But they
did not desire any further new li-
censes; how, then, could they vole

that new licenses should be held by
the State? However, I hope that this
hotel, when established, will be all that it
is expected to be, and T trust, farther, that
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the principal Aec will be so far amended
thal the transferring of licenses from one
part of a district 1o another will be de-
leted. 1 know of one instance of an hotel
license having been transferred without
notice being given to the disiriet.

Mr. ALLEN (West Perth): I rise to
oppose the Bill, for the reason that I see
in the second clanse “Notwithstanding
anything contained in the Licensing Act
to the contrary it shall be lawful for the
Colenial Treasurer to establish a State
hotel at Dwellingup.” It seems to me that
vuts at the very root of the Licensing Act.
I understand that the electors in this dis-
trict had the privilege of expressing their
opinion as to whether there should be an
hotel in the distriet, and thal the vote
went against Lhe establishment of an hotel.
As has been stated, the poll was a small
one, but, to my mind, that does not touch
the question at all.  The elecfors in the
distriet had the opportunity; they knew
1he poll was to be taken, and if they had
desired to have an hotel they would have
rolled up in foree to vote for it. 1t is not
a question as to whether the State should
own the hotel, or whelher it shonld he
owned by a private licensee. There is a
prineiple involved, and it seems to me
that if yon can in one instance flout the
vote of the people you can do it on an-
‘other oceasion. Seeing that the Licensing
Aet was only recently passed, and that
this was the only distriet where they
voted against a State hotel——

The Premier: They did not vote against
a State hotel; they voted against increase
of licenses. *

Mr. ALLEN: At all events yon are now
zoing to floni that voie and say that since
the vote was talken yon have heen peti-
tioned by 600 persons. and that other sig-
natures are to eome in which will prob-
ably bring the total up to 1,000.

The Premier: But the bench has already
=aid that if the State does not erect an
hotel it will have to grant the license to a
private person who wants a transfer,

Mr. ALLEN: That raises another rnes-
tion, that raised by the leader of the Op-
nosition, that he hoped the Ilicensing
lenches would not take np the position of
divecting Parliament as fe what should he
<lone. If necessary an amending Bill can
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be hronght down.  Bul the priuciple is
that we are getting away from tire local
option vote; we are going against a local
option vote, and if we do it in one distriet
why not do it in others? One of the rea-
sons put forward by the member for For-
rest was that a Siate holel in that distriet
would keep down sly-grog selling, which
the hon. member said was so rampant
there. To what extent will it do s0o? We
have hotels in Perth, and every member
knows as well as I do that theve is sly-
zroy selling in Pevth. _If there is sly-grog
selling at Dwellingup, let the Administra-
tion deal with it. If the hotel is opened
it will be found that drinking will in-
crease no matter what control it is under.
I do not know what the police proteection
is at Dwellingup, very little I suppose, but
T veniure to say there will be considerably
more police required, probably a dozen
will be needed, when this license is gran-
ted. We have given people the right to
express an opinion as to whether there
should be an increase of licenses and they
have said “No.”

The Premier: They said “Yes” on this.

Mr. ALLEN: The people in the dis-
triet said “No” at the poll, and if we flont
the electors in this one distriet there will
be no reason for not flouting them else-
where. It is establishing & very bad pre-
cedent.

The Minister for Lands: You are argu-
ing right heside the question.

Mr. ALLEN: I shall be glad to be put
right when the hon. member speaks. At
any rate it is establishing a bad precedent.
If we do it in one distriet there is no rea-
son why we should not do it in another.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon
T. H. Bath): I said the hon. member was
argning beside the question, and it is ab-
solately true; and so have hon. members
who have spoken ahout floufing the wishes
of the electors in this parbienlar instance.
As a matter of faet, the Government have
no desire whatever to force a State hotel
on any body of electors who do not desire
it. We have n desire to respect their
wishes, and where they express their dis-
approval of the erection of a hotel
whether private or State, we will respect
their wishes and will not attempt tfo
force an hotel on them. The question to
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be solved al Dwelangup is as to whether
the people there are to have a private
hotel agninst their wishes, or a State hotel
in aceordance with their wishes,

Alr. Napson: It would be just as easy to
amend the Licensing Act in that one par-
tienlar.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
position we desire to secure is this. The
amendmeni has been introduced in order
to ohviate the granting of a private license
in that loeality. We would not have at-
tempted to introduce the measure if we
were sure that no private license would
e granted hefore next session of Parlia-
ment when we propose to deal with the
licensing question as a whole, both in re-
eard to local option and in regard to the
machinery rgeasure; bat there is this dan-
wer that a private license may be granted
by the bench in defiance of the wishes of
the people, and we wish to protect their
interests by erecting a State hotel in ac-
cordance with their almost unanimous de-
sire, Having passed the Bill, the Govern-
ment will have no objection whatever to
the people there taking a referendnm in
rerrard to this hotel.  If we can ensure
blocking the private hotel we have no de-
sire to oppose the people expressing their
view for or against a State hotel. Tf they
do not want an hotel then we shall not at-
tempt to force a Slate hotel on them, bub
il an hotel is to mo there it is to be a State
hotel and not a private hotel. That is the
position, and it is no use arguing abont
evading the vote of the people. Will the
nmember for West Perth and other hon.
members answer this—if an hotel is to go
there, are they advocaling that it shall
not be a State hotel and urging that it
should bhe a private hotel?

Mr. Broun: A State lotel by all means.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: That
is what we arve seeking to ensure. We are
not seeking to act in defiance of the
wishes of the people.

Mr. George: Are vou going to have
another referendum?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We
have no ohjeelion. Tf they intimate a de-
sire for a referendum in that narticular
distriet we will accord with their desire
and aive them a chance of deelaring on
the question. so lone as we ean ~afeenard
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iltem against that which they do not de-
girve, and that is a private hotel We are
acting now beeanse we have not the neees-
sary time to devote to the extensive
amendent of the Licensing Act. In the
interim, if we fail to aet in this way.
the private license may be granted, be-
cause the bench stated that the evidence
showed aceommodation was wanted at
Dwellingup, and if the State did not ses
fit io erect a Siate hofel, possibly in the
immediste future—this was some {ime ago
—the applicant would al some time or
other reap the reward of his persistency.
That is what we desire to obviate,

Mr. George: If you pass this Bill will
you take a referendum before you erect
the hotel?

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: If the
people there express their objection.

Mr. Dwyer: A substantial number of
thent.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: A
fair percentage of them-—if they express
their objeclion to this proposal we will
aceord with their wishes and have a re-
ferendum. We have no desire lo put
licensed premises anywhere in the State
where people object to them, but T object
to hon. members trying to misrepresent
our attitude and make out that we desire
to foree a State hotel in this locality
in defiance of the wishes of the people
there,

Mr. Allen: There is no intention to mis-
represent. The facts are there. The
people expressed an opinion and you
are flonting it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If the
hon. member eonld anderstand plain Eng-
lish his speech would never have heen
uttered. )

Mr. NANSON (Greenough): The
Minister for Lands has tried fo persnade
the Honse that the real question at issue
is whether a license shall be granted at
Dwellingup to the State or to a privaie
individnal.  Tf the hon. member had
thonght a little it would have heen per-
feetly apparent te him that by a very
simple amendment io Seclion AT of the
Licensing Aect it eould have been made
impossible to transfer an existing license
to ofher premizes in the same lieens-
ing district, no matter how far distant
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the premises might be. Section 57 of the
Licensing Act provides that the liceusing
court may in its diseretion grant or re-
fuse an application to remove a liceuse
from premises already licensed to other
premises in the same licensing distriet,
and the objection taken to that section
is that in its present form there is nothing
to prevent a license, owing to the size of
our licensing. districts, being removed
from a house in one township to a house
in another township in the sawe distriet
perhaps 10, 15, 20, or 30 miles distant.
.If the Government, instead of fiying di-
rectly in the face of a local opiion vote,
had brought in a short amending Bill to
.amend Section 37 by adding to Sllbscc-
tion 4——
Thoe Premier: Read the snbseciion.

My, NANSON: The subseclion says—

The licensing court shall not make an
‘order of removal unless satisfied that
no valid objection lo sueh removal is
made by the owner of the premises to
which a liceuse is attached, but subject
thereto may, in its diseretion, grant
or refuse the applieation,

The Premier: What does “subject
thereto” mean?

Mr. NANSON: If the owner has no
objection. It the owner has valid ob-
jection to having a license fastened on
to his premises the court has no discreiion
to grant the license, but if the owner has
no objeclion then the matter is one for
the discretion of the licensing bench;
but what I suggest is that an amendment
to that subsection could have been
brought in adding the wovds—

Provided that no license shall be
removed to premises more than a mile
distant from the existing licensed pre-
mises.

That would have prevented what the
Mumnister for Lands and the Premier are
afraid of, that the licensing court will
allow an existing license 20 miles distant
from Dwellingup to be removed to Dwel-
linzap. If we amend Sechion 57 in this
way it will be impossible to remove ex-
isting licenses to new premises if the
premises arc more than a mile distant
from the old premises.

(T

The Minister for Lands: But it would
apply generally.”

Mr. NANSON: \Iy amendment would
prevent any removal of alicense to new
premises if the premises ‘were a mile,
or Iwo miles, or (hree miles away.

The Attorney General: Or four miles,
or five miles, .-

Mr. NANSON: I am not here to dic-
tale 1o the House. If the House thinks
five miles is better than one mile, well
and good; but one mile sufficiently illus-
trated my argumeni, and the Attorney
General knows il without trying Lo raise
a langh.

The Attorney General:
angry.

Mr, NANBON: I am not angry in the
slightest degree, I am rather admiring
the skill of the Atterney General in

Do ot pget

trailing ved herrings. It is not a
subjeet for anger but for admira-
tion, What I bave said to my mind

very effectively disposes of the con-
tention of the Minister for Lands that
there are no other means for preventing
a private license being granted at Dwel-
lingup. An amendment of the most simple
description to a single section of the
Licensing Act would prevent licenses he-
ing transferred from premises at one
spot to premises 20 miles distant; but in-
stead o doing that, the Government are
secking, as the member for West Perth
lias very properly pointed ont, to over-
ride the loeal option vote; and, as has
also been pointed out by that hon. mem-
ber, if that can be done in one instance
it can be done in others. If there are
ouly in this Chamber and in another
Chamber complacent majorities, it is pos-
sible in every licensing district in West-
ern Australia to make a loeal option poll
against any increase of licenses a dead-
leifer.

Mr. O'Loghlen:
poll you took.

Mr. NANSON: Then why did the hon.
member last session spend so much time
in declaring or associating himself with
his party in declaring that loeal option
did not go far enough? The late Gov-
ernment endeavoured to prevent the local
optien poll being made a farce by insert-

1t was a farce on the
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ing a provision in the Act that it shounld
not be necessary to take a local option
“poll in a distriet unless some small pro-
portion—I fhink it was 10 per cent.—
in the distriet demanded a pell. e
foresaw rhere were many districts in
Wesiern Austiralia where, unfortunately,
feeling” in regard to the drink question
was so apathetie, that if a poll was
held very few people would he got to
vote. Although we recognised that and
tried te persuade the House that before
a1 loeal option poll was taken there should
he a petition—as is or used to be the law
in South Australia—from 10 per cent. of
ihe electors in favour of a poll, the Honse
in its wisdom or folly, folly I am inelined
fo think—but I say in its wisdom (o be
conrteous, and to be in order-—ihe House
refused ihat simple safeguard, and the
consequence is this, that in quite a num-
ber of distriets, in (he majority of the
licensing districis in Western Ausiralia,
we find the loeal option poll taken from
a minority of the electors entitled to vote,
and {he great bulk of the electors in many
#nzes never recorded their opinion. The
facensing Act passed last session gave
very sufficient, and to my mind very ad-
wirable provision. with regard {o licen-
ses for Siate hotels. We took the view
that, admirable althongh the institution
of State holels might be, there was no
reason why the Stafe should be placed
above the law, in a way that the
ordinary  applieant  was nol—that tLe
Silale should be treated in a more favour-
able way than the ordinary applican{—
and if hen. members look to the poriion
of the Licensing Aet dealing with Siate
hotels they will find it made a econdition
wrecedent to the graniing of State hoioe!
licenses, that in the first place there
shall be a vote of the electors in favour
of an increase. It is only when this i3
earvied {hat you are able even to apply
for a State holel license. If there is a
vote earried in favour of no increase of
Vicenses, and it is desired to add to the
numher of existing licenses, a license for
a State hotel, there is no means of doing
so unless you fly, as the Bill is flying, in
the face of the deeision of the electors as
experienced at the loeal option poll
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Furthermore the Licensing Act provides
that if in consequence of a vote in favour
of an inerease of licenses the Govern-
ment decide to establish a State
hotel, they have to go before a licensing
bench and apply for a license, and it is
within the diseretion of the beneh whelher
a license shall or shull nol be granied.
I do not suppose that there would be very
much danger that an application of that
kind would be refused by s licensing
hench in Western Australia, bul it is
desirable that ihe discretion should be re-
tained by ihe licensing bench. The o
jeet of vesting. the licensing bench with
that discretion js that the licensing bench
should have some say as to the applicant
for a license.

The Premier: I did not say thal we
intended to disregard the Licensing Aect.

Mr, NANSON: Why in the name of
common sense does not the hon. member
put into the Bill what he intends to do
instead of that he is doing one thing and
ielling us something else. We did not
have Bills drafied in that way twelve
months ago. If the hon. member does not
intend to over-ride the Licensing Aect,
why does not the Bill state what the
hon, member intends to do? But ithe
hon. member comes along and says he
does not intend to do what the Bill gives
him-power to do. Now, what does the
Bill say—

Notwithstanding anything contained
in the Licensing Aet, 1911, to the con-
irary, it shall be lawful for the Colonial
Treasurer to establish a State hotel at
Dwellingap.

Wilh one sweep all the provisions in re-
gard to compelling the Government (o
go hefore Lhe licensing conrt and apply
Tor a license in the same way as a privale
individual would—with one stroke of the
pen all the provisions are struck out. Yet
the Premier tells us ihat he does not in-
tend lo disvegard the provisions of the
Licensing Act. Why does he not put inlo
the Bill

The Premier: To give you something
ta talk about.

Mr. Dwyer: I rise to a poini of order.
Ts the hon. member in order in reading
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a elause of the Bill on the seeond reading
debate?

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member, I
understand, rvead the Title of the Bill.

Mr. Dwyer: He read the clause.

Mr. NANSON: I read portion of
Clause 2 of the Bill,

Mr, SPEAKER: I have already ruled
against members diseussing clauses of the
Bill on the second reading, but 1 did uot
bear the hon. member read the clause, I
thought be was referring to the Title.

Mr. NANSON: I read a portion of
Clause 2 of the Bill, and if I am not in
order, Mr. Speaker, I withdraw what I
said. With all respeet to you I may
be allowed to observe that we are reach-
ing a strange order of things in a Par-
liamentary assembly if we are not on the
seeond reading debate entitled to refer to
the essential principles of a Bill, and in
order to vefer to what the essential prin-
ciples are, we are not allowed to direct
attention to what the Bill containg. That
would be to prevent any effective discus-
sion on a measure. I am surprised that
the member for Perth should so adroitly
endeavour to prevent the true purpose of
the Bill being discussed. Are we to dis-
cuss the Bill?

Mr. Dwyer: T rise to a point of order,
Is the hon. member in order in diseussing
my motives?

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is
distincily ont of order. I have given him
some latilude, and I hope the hon. mem-
ber will not proceed further in that way.
I have rnled that clauses are not to be
discussed on the second reading of a Bill.

Mr. Taylor: Am I in order in asking
you whether a member is in order in read-
ing a portion of a clause, and is that dis-
cnssing a clause in the Bill?

Mr. SPEAKER: I gave my ruling the
othier evening and it was taken exeeption
to on that occasion by the hon, member,
I hope my ruling will stand. T ask that,
the ruling of previous Speakers in this
House shall be respected, that is thai
there shall be no discussion of a clause on
the second reading, only the zeneral prin-
ciples of a Bill shall be discussed.

Mr, NANSON: Your ruling is on re-
cord, and I itrust that while your ruling

stands I shall be the last to disregard ir.
1 shall, therefore, confine myself lo deal-
ing with the principles of the Bill, and
sutely the principles of this Bill, if it coun-
tains principles at all, are to allow Lhe
Government to go behind the Licensing
Act, and not only in one particular, but
in at least two partienlars. In the first
place it enahles the Government to over-
ride the local option poll taken in the con-
stituency of the member for Forrest, to
override Lhe wishes, we may take it at
any vate, of some portion of his con-
stituents. And, in the second place, this
Bill will, if passed, authorise the Govern-
ment to go behind the Licensing Aect in
regard to the salutary provisions ¢on-
tained in Part 6 of the Act dealing with
the method of granting licenses to the
Sinle hotels. It is an innocent looking
Bill, and more innocent when one has {o
vefrain from dealing with the details, but
there is that very dangevous and very
alarming thing that under the guise of a
small enabling Bill you are able to bring
in so far as one licensing district of West-
ern Australia is coneerned, a very vital
amendment of the Licensing Act as a
whole.

The Premier: Did your Government
never introduce a Bill saying, “Notwith-
standing anything contained in another
Act”?

Mr. NANSON: The Government of
which I was a rmember, if it had wished
to prevent the granting of a private
license at Dwellingup, or if we found
that

there was a danger of such
a license being granted, would not

have proceeded in the way the Premier
is proceeding to-night, but we should have
amended Section 57 of the Licensing Act,
which deals with the removal of a license
from one premises to other premises in
the same disiriet. As I have already
pointed out that eould have been done in
an amending Bill of a single, or at most
a couple of clanses. I am taking excep-
tion to the Bill not becanse I am opposed
to State ownership of hotels—provision
is made for that in the Licensing Aet—
hut because it enables the Government by
a side wind so to speak to override some
very salutary provisions in the Licensing
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Aet, instead of proceeding by means of
an vpen and direct amendment of that
measure.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
‘T. Walker) : The hon. member is acensing
us of not being straightforward, of going
hehingd the backs of the people, behind an
Aet of Parliament. Tt is preeisely to be
open, frank and straightforward that this
Bill is iniroduced without in any way in-
fringing upon the Licensing Act. We
conld, if we so desired, have obtained a
license for the hotel now standing, or
have erected a complete hotel, save for
the want of o license. The Government
had under offer the building and had un-
der offer the goodwill and license of an
liotel and a pledge that if we would agree
1o terms the license would be transferved
from an hotel in the dislrict—a license
there in existenee—to the new hotel which
ithe Government had under offer of pur-
chage without in the slightest vislating one
single feature of the existing Licensing Aet.
The Government could have obtained pos-
session of these premises at Dwellingup
and run a Stale hotel withont viola-
fing any principle or going behind any-
body or anything. But the Govern-
ment wanted to be more straightfor-
ward, the Government did not want to buy
a transfer and get another to get us a
bargain and when all was eompleted o
step in. These are the methods, I admit,
of the honourable the late Attorney Gea-
eral, but not the metheds of the present
Ciovernment.  The Government intend fo
o straight and let the people know what
we are doing from siart lo finish. Every-
thing is above beard. We purpose if there
is to be an hotel at Dwellingup 1o have
it a State hotel, and uot an hotel run by
n private person.

Mr. Mitchell:
Licensing Aet?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Why
does the hon. member echo? The mem-
her for Greenongh says “What we would
do if we were in power would he 1o bring
in a simple amendment of (he Licensing
Aet?? This Rill is no more fhan a simple
amendment of the Licensing Aet; it is
that, and that only. Tt could not be
shorter, and it could not be briefer, but

Why not amend the

[ASSEMBLY.]

the hon. member says that if we were in-
traducing a measure we should inivoduce
an amendment of Section 57, which deals
with the removal of lieenses, and say {hat
ue licensee should be nllowed to have a re-
moval of s license for a distance of
over a mile. TWhen he was questionred on
thal he said “Well 2 miles, or 3 miles, or
4 miles, or 5 miles, that is a mere matter
of detail.” And it wight bhe 23 miles.
The absurdity of thnt is evident hy the
mere stating of it. But observe that what
he proposes would he done all over the
State, and might do, in some instances,
a very grave injustice indeed. In some
out-back distriets we have to-day a flonr-
isling township, and to-morrow that town-
ship may be moved seven or eight miles
away hecause gold has been found in a
new area, and, in ovder that the same peo-
ple may have the same accommmodation as
they have enjoyed hitherto, the old Aect
provided that the old license might be
transferred to the new township.

Mr. Geovge: Does not that apply to
the timber distriets too?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes,
the same is the ¢ase in the timber is-
trielz.  One timber district becomes cut
out, the town becomes deserted, and its
popuiation are gone elsewhere, and the
Aet provided that the licenses should fol-
low the mwigration of the people. The
amendmenl suggested by the hon. member
would do an immense injustice to the
people. and to {he publicans’ intervests. if
such infersis nre entifled to consideration.
Onr proposal does an injustice to nobody,
but only deals with this particular spot,
where i is announced that there will he
a license and whevre it i3 annowieed by the
people that they require a license, and
that they wish for the establishment of a
State hotel.

Mr. Mitchell: They voted against an
inerease, and you are giving them an in-
crease.

The ATTORNEY GENERATL: That
is n kind of subterfuge. The Licensing
Aet does make provision for the creation
of new holels when the population has
increased to a cerlain stage, notwith-
standing any loezl option poll; but the
diffienlly is this, that, in eonneetion with
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State hotels, we are vonfined io Parl V.,
bnt in every othier provision where there
are nut Stafe hotels and the population
shows an immenge increase, and there is
n necessily for hotels, then the licensing
hench has power to increase the licenses,
but the Siate has nol that power; the
private individual can apply when ihe
population has gone ahead, and ohlain his
lirense, bui the Sinte eannot, becanse the
State hotels are conlined lo the provisions
of Pact V. of the Act.

The Premier: We cannoi apply  oul-
gide of 15 miles.

The ATTORNEY GENERAIL: That
i where our difficulty comes in, and, lo
put us on a level with privale publicans,
the Government bring forward this Bill,
What harm is ihere in u measure like
this? Now the gravamen of the eom-
plaint is that we repndiate the local op-
itou vote. [ say distinetly that we ave
acting in siviet obedience to the will and
wishes of the people. Firsi of all, they
voted ngainsl an increase of private li-
censes,

My, Mitehell: No, against an  increase
of licenses.

The ATTORNEY GENERAIL : They
voted againsi an inerease of privaie li-
censes, and voted for a State hotel.

My, Harper:. They voled against all
licenses.

The ATTORNEY GENERAY : They
vorted against privale licenses.

Mr. Allen: Did il say on the ballot
paper?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It said
against increases, and what were the li-
censes in that district? Was ihere a
single Slate botel license in that distriet?
They were only private licenses, and there-
fore the people voted against an increase
of privale licenses, and they also, em-
phatically —and by a mueh larger
majority—

Mr. O'Loghlen: LEight {o one.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Voled
in favour of the establishment of State
ligtels.

- Mr. Mitekell: No, for the principle of
State hotels.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : Well
for the principle. it the lon. member
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likes, They guve approval 1o the prin-
ciple. And what has happened? It has
Lhecome known that Mr. MoNeil, having
built thix structure, has already applied
for a license. and been refused, and has
heen informed that if the State does not
apply, then he ean wei a license.

My, Mitchell: We can alter the Aect {o
prevent it

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That
is precisely whal we are doing, hut we ave
nol zoing to do it in the foolish way sug-
wesied by the member for Greenocuglh.

Mr. Miichell: Cannol yvou alter the
Aet lo proteel  yvourselt against  Me.
MeNetl ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: We

are not going o lepislate against an in-
dividunal. .
My, Nanson: You ave legislating against

an individual now.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : No,
we are legiglating for rthe publie.  Mr.

MeNeil ean apply for his license; we will
not stop him. We want {o do things

rightly and jusily, and nef vindietively

and spitefully. We want everything to
be falr and ahove hoard. It is known
that this license will be granted; already
a license is ready to he rransferred at
the presenl momeunt. It would be trans-
terred, but the people of that distriei say
“We don’t want a private license.”

Mr, Mitehell: They say they do not
waul any more licenses,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : They
say they do nol want private licenses,

Mr. George: No further licenses.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : They
say they do not want private licenses, and
when they think there is a possibility of a
privale license being obtained nearly a
thousand signatures ave obtained in favour
of a State lLotel.

Mr, Layman: Who eblained the sig-
natures?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is
not the people who obtained the signa-
tures, bul ithe people who wrote thema who
are asking for a State hotel, and we re-
spect. them by saying we will aecede to
thai wish. We go further, to show that
we are afrdid of nothing, and having
ohtained the right to establish a State
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hotel suyv—-"You people whe live in the
distriet, and will be affected by it, il you
s0 desire, ean express your wish turther
and say whether or noi you desive a Siate
hotel to bhe in the neighhourhood !

Mr. Mitehell: Was the petition taken
to every adult in the neirhbonrheod !

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : Does
the hon. member think thal the people
living a1 Dwellingup ave of the same
ealibre of intellect as those sitting on the
front Opposition benehes?  They  have
understanding and braius, amd they know
their righi 1o take their part in the gov-
ernment of the country.

Mr. Layman: Like they did on the
lotral oplion vate,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL @ Fhey
did not all vote gn that oeeasion, ol <o
tumerously a= iley voted ou (his watier,
and they vuly voted against the inerease
of private licenses, and expressed em-
phatically their adherence to the principle
of State-owned hotels.

Mr. Nanson: Arve vou going o Intro-
duee an amendment for all distriets?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: 'The
hon, member for Murray - Wellington

might pull fhe wax onl of his ears al
home.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr, (George: The Attorney General is
very personal,

The ATTORNLEY GENERAL : They
have eares tor such animals in the Zoo.

M. George: Mr. Speaker, the hon.
member is very insulting fhis evening,
not only in his remarks, but he has used
a tone of voice which shonld never be
heard in this House.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 hope the Attorney
General will not refer to hon. members
as animals; il is entirely out of order,
I ask him not to repeat that langnage. bul
s¢ far as the tone of his voeice ix con-
cerned 1 cannot disapprove of if.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Tf I
have offended the hen. member, I apolo-
wize For if, but his grimaces are quite as
offensive as my tone of voice.

Mr. George: Nothing of the sort.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : Look

at him now!

Mr. Gewrge: Yon see a goud-logking
man. and vou rould not say that of your-
self.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:

O wad some power the pitrie gi'e s

To s onrsel’s as ithers see us, "

Mr. George: Then yon would go oul
il vommit suieide.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: ht
cunally applies to the hon. member, and
1 ihink rhere would be (wo funerals st
the same {ime,

Mr., SPEAKER: Order! .l hope these
peasantries will now cease.

The ATTORNEY GENEHAL: | was
saving thal we have obeved. in every par-
tienlar, and in every respect, The wish of
the people of Dwellingup.  We naw,
straightforwardly.  bring  forward an
amendment to (he Licensing Ael which
will only affect the place which the Bill
i= intended to deal with, withont those
far-reaching, dangevous. . and  unjust
effeciz that would he obtained hy the
method ssuggested by the member for
Greenvugh.

Mr. Nanson @ Many
passed similar resolutions.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL : True,
hut there are no other districts in exaetly
the same position as Dwelingup. The
pusition vf Dwellingup is execeptional.
First of all, it is in the neighbouwrhood of
a sawmilly, where, of all places in (he
world, the drinking habits of the people
should be restricted, and under observa-
tion. 1t is the universal experience that
hotels granted in these districls to private
individuals are less carefully watehed and
regarded than a State hotel wonld be.
Tn other words, the quality of the liquor
sold to those who come to buy drink is
not so rigidly kept a rule of law; men
#o there in a state of half-intoxication,
and eome out in a eomplete state of in-
foxieation; the hours ave ot strictly ob-
served; and thus a great deal of injury
is done to the population of a distriet of
that kind when an hotel is run by private
enterprise. The object of State owner-
ship is to give power to the Government
to enforee in every partieular the striet
tules of the Licensing Act, so that the
hours ave observed, o that no man in a

other districls
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state of intoxication is served with lignor,
and so that, as far as liguor can be good,
the very best liguor shall be supplied.
All these things suvely are to the advant-
age of the population, and why do bon,
members ory ont against it? What do
hon. members object to?

My, Mitehell: To an hotel there.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: As we
have pointed onf, we cannot prevent it
unless the Government step in. If the
licensing bench say accommodation is
necessary, and if the people petition for
an holel, and if, inded, the whele eircum-
stances and the growth of the popula-
iion say that itere must be an hotel, well,
then we say, “If there must he an hotel it
shall not be a private hofel but a State
hotel.” That is the position. The hon.
member aecused us of breaking the Act
in order to do this. We break no Aect.
We amend the Licensing Aet in this
pacticular to give the State, in this one
instanee standing upon its own merits,
the right to yield to the wishes of the
people of Dwellingup and put a State
hotel there.

Mr., E. B. JOHNSTON (Narrogin-
Williams) : I regret exceedingly that the
establishment of this hotel at Dwellingup
is not subject to a provision that a loeal
option poll shall be held to decide clearly

whether the people wish to Thave
this hoiel at Dwellingup. That is
the one improvement I -would de-

sire in the meagsure. I have always
advocated that no new hotel shonid be
planted in any distriet, or be granted to
any private person or the State, unless
the people of the loeality have signified by
a loeal option poll their desire for that
hotel. Unfortunately we are placed in
the position that, under the fraudulent
measure of local option that was given
to the people of Western Australia by
the Liberal Government last year, new
licenses are being granted right through-
out Western Australin contrary to the
expressed wish of the people in different
licensing distriets. That is the danger the
Government arve faced with ; that is the
danger responsible for the introduection
of this measure it its present form, The
people of Western Awustralia- were de-
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ceived by the Wilson Government last
vear when they pretended to bring for-
ward a losal option Bill, and when that
measure provided that new hotels could
be provided in any distriet 15 miles from
existing licenses conirary to the wishes
of the people of the licensing distriet.
Let us review the position as it has oce-
curred in the Great Southern district
since the Act came into into operation,
In April last a loeal option poll was taken
in the licensing districts of Katanning
and Williams, and the people by large
majorities declared that they did not
wish any fresh hotels established in either
of those distriets. In both distriets the
people voted against an inerease of
Heenses in April last vear. In June,
two months later, the licensing magis-
trates sat at Wagin and Katanning and
granted iicenses to private individuals for
new hotels at Ngowangerup and Dumble-
yung'; and T say that the statute that
pernitted these licenses to be granted
against the wishes of the people is a dis-
grace to Western Australia, and a dis-
grace to the Governmeni responsible for
it .

Mr.. SPEAKFER : The hon. member
eannot refleet on a status of this House,
or on a decision of this House.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON : Well, I with-
draw the remarks, but I would like to
say 1t surprised me hear the member for
Northam was in favour of all hotels
being owned by the State, when we know
that he was o member of the Government
responsible for the Bill being passed that
enabled hotels to be granted to private
people contrary to the expressed wish of
the people of those licensing distriets,

Mr. Mitchell : What about the hotel
at Wickepin ?

Mr. BE. B. JOHNSTOXN : That remark
is worthy of the hon. member whose
minions tried to use "that disgraceful
type of remark at the recent cleclions ;
and I believe he himself made the same
disgraceful insinuations in my electorate
that he is making to-night; but I have
never heen personally interested in any
hotel at Wickepin, and I say the remark
is wortliv of the political imposter who
uttered it.
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Mr. SPEAKER : Order! The hon.
member must not call anyhody a political
imposter if he is a member of this House.

Mr. E. B, JOENSTQON : Then [ with-
draw the vemark, but I say that a man
who poses as a friend of the farmer, when
we know how he has piled np the charges
on the farmer

Mr. SPEAKER : Oxder! I
have discussion on the Bill.

My. Mitehell : T must ask that the hon.
member apologises as well as withdraws,

Mr. SPEAKER : I ask the hon. mem-
ber to withdraw unreservedly.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: 1 withdraw
unreservediy, and I regret the rules of the
House do not permit me to follow that
argumeni and tell the people what T would
like to tell them. The member for Green-
ough fold us that the result the Govern-
ment have in view could be arrived at
by amending Seetion 57 of the Licensing
Aet, but T rvespectfully submit that that
statement is ineorrect, because it would be
quite possible for the private owner of the
hotel premises at Dwellingup that are at
present unlicensed, or for any person, to
zet a provisional certificate under Section
45 of the Licensing Act, under which new
licenses can be granted anywhere 15 miles
from existing licenses. If the suggestion
of the member for Greenough were carried
out, and if the Government stopped Mr.
MeNeil from transferring the license from
Waroona to Dwellingnp, any private per-
son, or Mr. MecNeil himself, could go to
the licensing beneh at Pinjarra and get o
license for premises at Dwellingup under
Section 43. The member for Greenough
also said that the measure was a measure
to enable the Government to override the
Licensing Act. I say that the measnre the

must

Liberal Governmeut passed last year
was a measure that enabled the
brewers to override the expressed
wish of the people. and they have

been doing it all throngh the State
ever since the Act came into operation.
I say once more that I think no new hotel
shounld be established until the people, by
a local option poll, have declared that
they want it; and T regret that the Gov-
eriament do not see their way clear to in-
clude that provision in the Bill; but I say
if we are going to have an hotel at Diwel-
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lingnp—and we have every reason (o be-
lieve there will be a private hotel il {his-
Bill is not passed—1I am going to support
the Bill to have a State hotel put
there because there is a fear that the
private hotel will be established. Al-
though we have not got the result of :

loeal option poll in favouwr of the estab-
lishment of this hotel, we have a petition
signed by 600 people asking for the State
hotel to Dbe established. I hope that in
all future Bills brought down by the Gov

ernment for the establishment of State
botels in new districts—and T hope all
new holels established in Western Austra-
lia will be State hotels—I hope the hotels
will only be established if a loeal option.
poll has deeclared that the people of the
distiict eoncerned want an hotel. T am not
prepared to go on graniing State hotels
in new distriets until I am satisfied that
the people want them. I hope also thau
the Government, even between now and
the close of this session, will see their way
clear to bring in a short amending Bill fo
repeal Section 45 of the Licensing Act
under which s0 many hotels ave being
granted to-day 15 miles from existing
licenses eontrary to the wish of the peo-
ple. This is a thing that requires our
immediate attention, and I take this op-
portunity of nrging the Government to
stop these private licenses from heing
granted under this section.

The PREMIER (in rveply): For the
information of the hon. member I may say
that while we have provision in the Lieen-
sing Act perwmitting a licensing bench to
grant new licenses in any distriet in face
of the decision of a local option poll
against any inerease of licenses so long
as it is 15 miles from existing licenses,
vet the State cannot obtain a State hotel
under that provision, the State eannot
make application for a State hotel under
the section referred to by the hon. member.

Mr. Broun: Amend the Act.

The PREMIER: We do not want to
amend the Aect, beeause there is no need
for it. As the Minister for Lands pointed
ouf, and as I pointed out, T think, when
introdneing the measure, we desire to
make an amendment to the Licensing Act
next session and to deal comprehensively
with it; bnt this is a pressing maiter, and
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we want to avoid the establishmentl of a
private hotel at Dwellingup against the
almost unanimous wish of the people the
hotel will serve. We could, as the Attor-
ney General has stated, have got over the
diffienliy withoul approaching Parliament,
We could have done it without the public
koowing what trauspived at all, as we have
an offer to buy a license already existing
in the distriet for the purpose of trans-
ferring it from the very individual who is
desiring to obtain the license at Dwelling-
up; but we are more desirous of conserv-
ing the funds of the people of the State
than we were of avoiding our responsibil.
ity to Parliament in asking them to pass
a Bill of this deseription. The offer we
had made to us required that we should
pay £2,000. That £2,000 would have been
worth nothing 10 minutes after the deed
had been made. It was merely to buy a
license some distance away from Dwelling-
up, and then close up the premises and
apply to the conrt for n license in the dis-
trict in which we propose to place the
State hotel Why should we spend £2,000.
of the public money in order to avoid our
responsibilities to the people by doing it
openly 2 Those are the methods adopted
in the past by Liberal Governments, bu
they are not the methods we are going fo
adopt.

Mr. Mitchell: On a point of order, is
the hon. member justified in saying that
the lafe Government did not adopt pro-
per methods 4

Mr. SPEAKER: The Premier did not
use the words “the late Government”; he
said they were the methods adopted by
late Liberal Governments. I do not know
to which Governments the Premier was
referring.

The PREMIER: I appreciate your re-
marks Mr. Speaker. Whether that be the
case ot not the position is very clear; un-
less we take the opportunity of complying
with the wishes of the people by estab-
lishing a State hotel, there is no dounbt the
licensing bench will, under the powers
conferred npon them by the Aect, trans-
fer to the town the existing license in the
distriet at present some distance away; a
license which is held by a private indi-
vidual. We have no power as a State to
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comply with the wishes of the people.
We provide for an expression of opinion
being given by the people with regard to
all new licenses being under State ocon-
trol, and, no watter how unanimous their
wish may be, we are so surrounded with
difficulties in the Act that we cannot com-
ply with those wishes unless in the first
instance they carry a resolation for an In-
crease of licenses in the district. While
there was a small majority at the loeal
option poll in that particular district
against an increase of licenses there was a
nine to one majority in favour of any new
licenses being held by the State.

Mr., ’Logllen: The very people who
voted against the increase have signed this
petition,

The PREMIER: I am prepared to re-
peat, on behalf of the Government, the
offer which was made by the Minister
for Lands with regard fo making pro-
vision for the referendum being taken at
onee and before we apply to the bench for
a license. We are only asking this House
to authorise us to establish a State hotel,.
and, baving obtained that authority, we
will eomply with the Act in every direc-
tion by applying to the court and giving.
the people of the loeality an opportunity
of objecling against the application if
they desive to do so. As I stated at the
outset, and I repeat it now, fhis is noth-
ing more than a request to Parliament to
give us authority to comply with the
wishes of the people, and under the cir-
cumstanees can there be any possible-
complaint? There will be an increase of’
one license in the district, but eventually
that other licensed house must close down;
it eannot carry on. I do not think we
will be warranted, as custodians of the-
publie funds, in paying £2,000 for some-
thing that will not exist 10 minntes after-
wards, and mewmbers opposite would have
been the first to condemn the Governmant
if they had adopted such a course. We
come along openly, state exactly what we-
propose to do, and I am satisfied that the
people will appreciate that we are pre-
pared to accede fo their wishes in all
matiers affecting the Licensing Aet, and
that we have adopted the night counvse-
by consulbing Parliament.
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Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. .. - .. 30
Noes .. . .. .. 10
Majority for 20
AYES.
Mr. Angwin Mr. MeDowall
Mr. Bath Mr. Mullany
Mr, Bolion Mr. (vLoghlen
Mr. Colller Mr. Price
Mr. Dooley Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Dwyer Mr. B. J. Stubbs
Mr. Foley Mr. Swan
Mr. CGeorge Mr. Taylor
Mr. GIll Mr. Thomas
Mr. Green Mr. Turvey
Mr. Holman Mr. Underwood
Mr. Hudson Mr. Walker
Mr. Johuson Mr. A, A. Wilson
Mr. Jobnston Mr., Heltmann
Mr. Lauader (Tecller).
Mr. Lewis
NOES.

Mr. Allen Mr, A, E. Plesse
Mr. Broun Alr. A. N. Piesse
Mr. Harper Mr. S, Stubbs
Mr. Milehell Mr. Layman
Mr. Male (Teller).

Mr. Monger

In Commitiee.
Pill passed through Committee without
debate; reported without amendment; the
report adopted.

BILL-DEPUTY GOVERNOR'S
POWERS.
Received from the Legislative Council,
and on motion by the Attorney General
read a first time.

House adjourned at 9.13 p.m.

[COUNCIL ]

Negisiative Council,
Wednesday, 29th November, 1911.

PaaE,

Popers presented .. . o 518
Standing Orders, ansed ‘Bills’ - e .. H1B
Notice of Questions ... .. 517
guestwn Court House, Knlzoorhe L. 817
'apers : Railwny Advisory Board, mstructloua .. 517
Bills: Dwelling1p State Hotel, 1g . 516
Appellate Jurisdiction, 3n . 517
Veterinary, Com .. 817
Local Coirts Act Amendment, Com. ... .. &20
Crimion] Code Amendment. 28 .., .. 323
Public Worke Committee, 2n ... ... 624

The PRESIDEXNT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers,

PAPER PRESENTED.
By the Colonial Secretary: Report by
Roval Commissigner, Captain Penefather,
on the Fremantle Prison.

BILL—DWELLINGUP STATE
HOTEL.
Received from the Legislative Assem-
bly, and read a first time.

STANDING ORDERS—LAPSED
BILLS.

Report of Commiltee,

The PRESIDEXNT brought up the re-
port of the Standing Orders Commnittee
that had met in conferenee with the Stand-
ing Orders Committee of the Legislative
Assembly, and had drawn up certain
Standing Orders fo deal with lapsed Bills,

Ileport read.

Hon. W, KINGSMILT, (Metropolitan)
moved—
That the rvepart be adojited,

This wonld involve the submission of the
proposed Standing Ovders to the (Gover-
nor for approval, and on approval being
wiven the Standing Orders would be
printed amonast the Standing Orvders of
the HHouse. He would like to tender his
personal thanks to the members who had
helped him in placing these Standing
Orders amongst the Standing Orders of
the House. '
Question 1 ut and passed.



